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A jogger steps carefully across snow-covered street Wednesday morning Nov. 12,2014 in Denver. A powerful storm made up of the remnants of Typhoon Nuri moved 
into the intermountain West on Monday and has settled across the central part of the country, plunging temperatures below zero in some locations and dropping a 
light snow that has snarled traffic. 

(AP Photo/David Zalubowski 
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APEC Summit: 

Obama visit ends with blunt words by Xi Jinping 


MARK LANDLER 
©2014 New York Times 
BEIJING - President Barack 
Obama and President Xi 
Jinping promoted the vir¬ 
tues of cooperation be¬ 
tween China and the 
United States on Wednes¬ 
day, drawing an unusually 
productive state visit to a 
close with a news confer¬ 
ence that nevertheless laid 
bare stubborn differences 
over issues like the Hong 


Kong pro-democracy 
demonstrations and press 
freedom. Announcing a 
landmark agreement to 
confront climate change, 
Obama and Xi portrayed it 
as an example of how the 
world’s two largest econo¬ 
mies could collaborate on 
the world’s most pressing 
problems, even as they 
compete in many other 
areas. “When China and 
the U.S. work together, we 
can become an anchor of 
world stability and a pro¬ 
peller of world peace,” Xi 
said. Obama echoed that 
sentiment, calling the cli¬ 
mate change agreement 
a milestone in the coun¬ 
tries’ relations that “shows 
what’s possible when we 


work together on an urgent 
global challenge.” 

But it was the differences 
that were cast in sharp re¬ 
lief during a rare question- 
and-answer session after 
the presidents delivered 
their statements. During the 
planning for Obama’s visit, 
the White House had lob¬ 
bied intensively for report¬ 
ers' questions to be taken, 
and the Chinese authorities 
relented only a day before 


the leaders stood together 
in the Great Hall of the Peo¬ 
ple. 

Initially, Xi appeared to ig¬ 
nore two questions from 
a reporter for The New 
York Times: whether China 
feared that the Obama 
administration’s pivot to 
Asia represented an ef¬ 
fort to contain China, and 
whether China would ease 
its refusal to issue visas to 
some foreign correspon¬ 
dents in light of a broader 
visa agreement with the 
United States. 

After first taking an unre¬ 
lated question from a Chi¬ 
nese state-run newspa¬ 
per - appearing to draw 
a bemused reaction from 
Obama - Xi circled back. 


declaring that the visa 
problems of news organiza¬ 
tions, including The Times, 
were of their own making. 
He evinced little patience 
for the foreign news me¬ 
dia’s concerns that they 
were being penalized for 
unfavorable news cover¬ 
age of Chinese leaders 
and their families. 

Xi said that China pro¬ 
tected the rights of media 
organizations, but that the 


organizations needed to 
abide by the rules of the 
country. 

“When a certain issue is 
raised as a problem, there 
must be a reason,” he said, 
apparently acknowledg¬ 
ing a link between news 
coverage and the refusal 
to extend the visas. 

Xi used a Chinese meta¬ 
phor to describe the tra¬ 
vails of The Times and oth¬ 
er organizations, saying 
they were like a faulty car. 
“When a car breaks down 
on the road, perhaps we 
need to step down and 
see what the problem is,” 
he said. 

In a passage that was not 
translated into English, the 
president added that “the 


Chinese say, ‘Let he who 
tied the bell on the tiger 
take it off’” - a saying that 
can also be translated as, 
“The one who created the 
problem should be the one 
who solves it.” 

Xi also bluntly warned the 
United States and other for¬ 
eign countries not to get in¬ 
volved in the pro-democra¬ 
cy demonstrations in Hong 
Kong, which he dismissed 
as illegal, responding to a 


question to Obama about 
rumors in the Chinese me¬ 
dia that the United States is 
fomenting the unrest there. 
“Hong Kong’s affairs are 
exclusively China’s internal 
affairs, and foreign coun¬ 
tries should not interfere in 
Hong Kong’s affairs in any 
fashion,” the Chinese lead¬ 
er declared. “It goes with¬ 
out saying that law and 
order must be protected in 
any place.” 

Authorities in Hong Kong 
have issued increasingly 
strong warnings for pro¬ 
testers to clear the streets 
as Obama’s visit and the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Co¬ 
operation summit meeting 
in Beijing have neared an 
end.Q 


Turkish group 
roughs up US 
sailors at port 

DEB RIECHMANN 
Associated Press 
ISTANBUL (AP) — Anti- 
American protesters shout¬ 
ing “Yankee, go home!” 
roughed up three U.S. 
Navy sailors Wednesday in 
Istanbul near where their 
warship was docked on an 
inlet of the Bosphorus Strait 
in the Black Sea. 

A dozen or more protesters 
shouted at them, calling 
them killers and said they 
should leave Turkey. The 
protesters, who carried a 
banner of the left-leaning 
Youth Association of Tur¬ 
key, threw red paint at the 
sailors and briefly succeed¬ 
ed in putting white sacks 
over their heads. 

“Soldiers from the occupy¬ 
ing country think they can 
walk around freely in Emi- 
nonu,” association spokes¬ 
man Melik Dibek said, 
referring to the neighbor¬ 
hood where the incident 
occurred. “It's obvious why 
they’ve anchored here — 
because of their ambitions 
in the Mediterranean and 
the Black Sea. American 
imperialism is the reason 
why the Middle East has 
turned into a chamber of 
fire.” 

The servicemen, who were 
not in uniform, were from 
fhe USS Ross, a guided-mis- 
sile destroyer docked near¬ 
by, according to Capt. 
Greg Hicks, a spokesman 
for the U.S. European Com¬ 
mand. He said they were 
not hurt and were safely 
back aboard the ship, but 
that shore leave for its sail¬ 
ors was canceled for the 
remainder of the day. 

The U.S. Embassy in Ankara 
condemned the attack 
on Twitter and said it had 
no doubt that most Turks 
would reject such an ac¬ 
tion. 

Anti-American sentiment in 
Turkey is not widespread, 
but some Turks accuse the 
United States of meddling 
in regional affairs. 

In Washington, Col. Steve 
Warren, a Pentagon 
spokesman, called the 
attack “ugly and disturb¬ 
ing." He said the attack¬ 
ers, whom he called street 
thugs.Q 



President Barack Obama and China’s President Xi Jinping drink a toast at a lunch banquet in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, 
Nov. 12,2014. Presidents Obama and Xi jointly announced a landmark agreement Wednesday that includes new targets for carbon 
emissions reductions by the U.S. and a first-ever commitment by China to stop its emissions from growing by 2030. 

(Greg Baker/Pool via The New York Times) 
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UN anti-torture panel grills US officials 


Myanmar troubles have 
a big Obama goal at risk 


JULIE PACE 
Associated Press 
NAYPYITAW, Myanmar (AP) 
— For President Barack 
Obama, Myanmar’s stalled 
progress on promised politi¬ 
cal and economic reforms 
is jeopardizing what was to 
be a crowning achieve¬ 
ment for his foreign policy 
legacy. 

Obama arrived in Myan¬ 
mar's capital of Naypy- 
itaw on Wednesday amid 
persistent questions about 
whether the government 
would follow through on 
its pledges — and wheth¬ 
er the U.S. had made too 
many overtures to the long- 
isolated country too soon. 
Myanmar won wide sanc¬ 
tions relief from Obama 
after its sudden and unex¬ 
pected shift from a half- 
century of military rule, but 
there’s little certainty about 
the country's future. 
“Progress has not come as 
fast as many had hoped 
when the transition be¬ 
gan," Obama said in an 
interview with Myanmar's 
The Irrawaddy magazine. 
“In some areas there has 
been a slowdown in re¬ 
forms, and even some 
steps backward.” 

White House officials say 
Obama has always been 
realistic about the chal¬ 
lenges ahead for Myan¬ 
mar, a country that in 
many cases lacks the infra¬ 
structure and capacity to 
enact the reforms its lead¬ 
ers have outlined. But crit¬ 
ics of the administration’s 
policy say the U.S. gave up 
its leverage too quickly by 
rewarding the government 
for promises rather than 
results. “With so many ave¬ 
nues for pressure lost, it can 
indeed seem like the U.S. 
doesn’t have a lot of cards 
left to play," said John Sit- 
ton, the Asia director at Hu¬ 
man Rights Watch. 

Critics also contend that 
the president got caught 
up in the notion that open¬ 
ing Myanmar to the out¬ 
side world would be a cen¬ 
tral part of his legacy as 
America’s self-proclaimed 
Pacific president. Indeed, 
a successful democrafic 
transition would fit neatly 
into Obama’s broader Asia 


strategy, which includes 
deepening U.S. political 
and economic partner¬ 
ships in the region, particu¬ 
larly with countries seen to 
share America’s values. 

The so-called pivot to Asia 
has raised concerns in Chi¬ 
na — Myanmar’s neighbor 
and largest trading partner 
— that the U.S. is seeking to 
contain Chinese influence. 
Despite Obama’s hopes 
for Myanmar, optimism 
within the administration 
has faded somewhat since 
the president's trip here in 
2012. He was the first sit¬ 
ting U.S. president to visit 
the country, and aides 
still fondly recall fhe mas¬ 
sive crowds that lined the 
streets to watch his motor¬ 
cade pass. 

Yet there’s little question 
Myanmar has failed to 
make good on the prom¬ 
ises its leaders made to 
Obama during that short 
visit. More than any other 
issue. White House officials 
say it's Myanmar's perse¬ 
cution of minority Rohingya 
Muslims in the Rakhine state 
that threatens to alienate 
the U.S. and other nations 
that have been drawn to 
the country. Attacks by 
Buddhist extremists since 
mid-2012 have left hun¬ 
dreds of Rohingya Muslims 
dead and 140,000 trapped 
in dire conditions in camps. 
With presidential elections 
in Myanmar looming next 
year, the status of fhe Ra¬ 
khine state has become 
mired in politics. The Ro¬ 
hingya are deeply dis¬ 
dained by many in Myan¬ 
mar, and most officials dare 
not publicly call for better 
treatment, not even the 
country's pro-democracy 
hero Aung San Suu Kyi. 
Obama planned to meet 
with Suu Kyi at the end of 
his frip. Firsf he was holding 
talks with Asia-Pacific lead¬ 
ers, fhen meeting with the 
country’s President Thein 
Sein. White House officials 
have acknowledged that 
Obama almost certainly 
wouldn’t be visiting Myan¬ 
mar at this point had the 
country not been hosting 
the Asia-Pacific summits 
that he had pledged to at¬ 
tend as president.Q 


JOHN HEILPRIN 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — A U.N. 
panel began grilling Ameri¬ 
can officials Wednesday 
over the U.S. government's 
compliance with a key 
anti-torture treaty, raising a 
series of alleged violations 
since the 9/11 attacks. 

At the start of a two-day 


hearing, Alessio Bruni of Ita¬ 
ly, one of the panel’s chief 
investigators, told the high- 
level U.S. delegation that 
it must answer for alleged 
violations ranging from CIA 
rendition at so-called black 
sites to police brutality and 


ALI AKBAR DAREINI 
Associated Press 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — A 
top security official in Iran 
said Wednesday the Is¬ 
lamic Republic has written 
back in response to let¬ 
ters sent by U.S. President 
Barack Obama, the first 
acknowledgement of such 
correspondence. 

However, it’s not clear 
whether Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
wrote the letters himself. 
The letter writing is part of 
a recent thaw in relations 
between the two coun¬ 
tries since the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution that toppled 
the U.S.-backed shah and 
the storming of fhe U.S. Em¬ 
bassy in Tehran, where 52 
Americans were held hos- 


Guanfanamo Bay condi¬ 
tions. 

He asked what concrete 
measures have been tak¬ 
en to implement President 
Barack Obama's “clear” 
directives against torture. 

A day earlier, the commit¬ 
tee took private testimony 
from death penalty experts, 
anti-torture activists, former 


Guantanamo Bay detain¬ 
ee Murat Kurnaz and the 
parents of Michael Brown, 
the victim in the Ferguson, 
Missouri, shooting case that 
has riveted a nation. 

A decision is expected later 
this month about whether 


tage for more than a year. 
It also comes as a U.S.-led 
coalition battles the Islamic 
State group in neighboring 
Iraq and as Iran and world 
powers negotiate a per¬ 
manent deal regarding the 
country's contested nucle¬ 
ar program. 

“This is not the first time 
that such a thing has taken 
place,” said Ali Shamkhani, 
the secretary of Iran’s Su¬ 
preme Nafional Security 
Council, during an appear¬ 
ance on state television 
Wednesday night. “It had 
previously taken place and 
necessary response was 
given to some of them.” 
Obama’s recent letter to 
Khamenei described a 
shared interest between 
the U.S. and Iran in fighting 


Ferguson officer Darren Wil¬ 
son, who is white, 
will face criminal charges 
for fatally shooting Brown, 
18, who was black and un¬ 
armed. 

“We came here to the U.N. 
to get justice for our son," 
fhe boy’s father, Michael 
Brown Sr., told reporters af¬ 
ter the panel concluded its 


first day of questioning — a 
two-hour session that did 
not include any specific 
comments about the Fer¬ 
guson case. U.S. govern¬ 
ment officials return Thurs¬ 
day to provide the panel 
with some answers.□ 


Islamic State militants and 
stressed that any coop¬ 
eration on that would be 
largely contingent on Iran 
agreeing to the nuclear 
deal, according to the Wall 
Street Journal. 

Shamkhani said the letter 
“mainly focused on nucle¬ 
ar issues." 

We responded “that we 
can't accept at all to have 
a decorative, caricaturistic 
nuclear industry," Sham¬ 
khani said. 

There was no immediate 
response in Washington to 
Shamkhani’s comments. 
Iran and six world pow¬ 
ers — the five permanent 
members of the U.N. Secu¬ 
rity Council plus Germany 
— are negotiating a final 
nuclear accord now. □ 



Lesley McSpadden, left, and Michael Brown, Sr., right, parents of teenager Michael Brown who 
was shot by a policeman in Ferguson, Missouri, speak during a press conference about the UN 
Committee Against Torture who convenes this week to evaluate the US government’s compliance 
with the Convention Against Torture, in Geneva, Switzerland, Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Keystone, Martial Trezzini) 


Iran says it replied to Obama’s letters 
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Arctic chill settles across upper Midwest, Rockies 



A man walks through Mears Park in downtown St. Paul, Minn., during the first snowstorm of the 
season. The Arctic chill that has gripped the Upper Midwest and Rockies is spreading, with parts of 
the U.S. expecting sharp drops in temperature in the coming days. 

(AP Photo/The Star Tribune, Leila Navidi) 


DAVID N. GOODMAN 
Associated Press 
DETROIT (AP) — The Arctic 
chill that has gripped the 
Upper Midwest and Rock¬ 
ies is spreading. 

Other parts of the U.S. are 
expecting sharp drops in 
temperature in the com¬ 
ing days from a power¬ 
ful weather system that 
hit Alaska with hurricane- 
force winds over the 
weekend. The system has 
dumped 3 feet of snow in 
some places. 

As much as 3 feet of snow 
blanketed parts of Michi¬ 
gan’s Upper Peninsula, 
with temperatures in the 
20s and 30s early Wednes¬ 
day. Up to 18 inches fell 
in northern Wisconsin and 
parts of central Minnesota 
saw more than 16. 

Many roads were snow- 
covered and slippery 
Wednesday morning in the 
Upper Peninsula, where 
residents are accustomed 
to snowy conditions. Of 
his drive into work, meteo¬ 
rologist Justin Titus said that 
roads were “just rutted out 
and kind of felt like you 
were driving over a wash¬ 
board.” 


The National Weather Ser¬ 
vice said some lake-effect 
snow, mainly in Michigan, is 
forecast through the week¬ 
end. 

The unseasonably low tem¬ 
peratures are spreading. 
In northern Illinois, tem¬ 


peratures fell more than 
30 degrees in less than a 
day, from a high of 58 on 
Tuesday to 26 degrees on 
Wednesday morning. 

The chill was expected to 
hit the Appalachians and 
mid-South by Wednes¬ 
day morning, and the East 
Coast by Thursday. 

In Billings, Montana, where 
temperatures fell from the 
high 60s into the single dig¬ 
its on Tuesday, Patsy Kim- 
mel said she was warned 
about the weather before 
arriving from Oklahoma to 
celebrate her 70th birthday 
with family. 

“Yesterday I was wearing 
sandals and a short-sleeve 
shirt, and today I’m wear¬ 
ing a coat and scarf and 
turtleneck and sweatshirt 
and gloves,” she said. 

In the Texas Panhandle, 
temperatures plunged 
from 70 degrees into the 
teens overnight. Oklahoma 
City went from a high of 80 
degrees Monday to a low 


of 30 Tuesday morning. 

In the Dakotas, wind chills 
made it feel like 20 below 
in some places. That was 
good news for Action Me¬ 
chanical Inc. of Rapid City, 
South Dakota, a heating 
and ventilation business 
that was doing boom¬ 
ing trade. “Bang! We get 
this arctic blast, and it just 
opens the floodgates,” 
said John Hammond Jr., a 
department head. “We're 
behind right now as we're 
sitting here talking." 
Meteorologists are ada¬ 
mant the weather isn’t be¬ 
cause of the polar vortex, 
a giant upper air pattern 
that normally pens in cold 
air in the Arctic in the win¬ 
ter. Instead, they say it’s 
being pushed in by a dif¬ 
ferent weather phenom¬ 
enon more related to the 
remnants of a powerful ty¬ 
phoon. 

“The polar vortex itself has 
not moved south. It’s still in 
the Arctic where it always 


is,” said National Weather 
Service spokeswoman Su¬ 
san Buchanan. 

Whatever the case, the 
cold is expected to linger. 
Some regions will go from 
record warm to record 
cold in just two days, with 
temperatures dropping 15 
to 20 degrees below nor¬ 
mal on the East Coast Fri¬ 
day and Saturday. Freez¬ 
ing temperatures will likely 
dip as far south as Atlanta 
on Friday, said Jeff Masters, 
meteorology director of 
the Weather Underground. 
The early wintry weather in 
the Midwest gave Principal 
Lynn Grewing an opportu¬ 
nity to test a virtual class¬ 
room: She asked students 
of St. Cloud Cathedral high 
school in central Minneso¬ 
ta to work from home using 
laptops or iPads. 

Grewing said her students' 
cherished snow days are 
now a thing of the past. 
“This is what we will be do¬ 
ing every single snow day 
going forward," she said. 
“I'll be honest. There has 
been some grumbling.” 
Private schools such as Ca¬ 
thedral, as well as some 
public school districts na¬ 
tionwide, are starting to 
use the flexibility that tech¬ 
nology provides to meet 
school mandates without 
needing makeup days 
when bad weather keeps 
students at home. 
Cathedral senior Tommy 
Auger said doing class- 
work at home using his 
school-provided MacBook 
Air didn’t feel very differ¬ 
ent to a day in class. Once 
they got over the initial 
disappointment of miss¬ 
ing a snow day off. Auger 
said he and his classmates 
agreed they would rather 
skip a day of sledding than 
make up the missed school 
days in the summer. 

“It’s hard to think ahead, 
but it’s definitely better,” 
he saidO 
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Dangling workers rescued from World Trade Center 


NEW YORK (AP) — Two win¬ 
dow washers were trapped 
for more than an hour 
Wednesday on scaffolding 
dangling 69 stories up the 
side of 1 World Trade Cen¬ 
ter before firefighters were 
able to cut through the 
new skyscraper’s glass and 
pull them to safety. 

The dramatic rescue oc¬ 
curred on the south side of 
the 1,776-foot (541-meter), 
104-story building, where 
the open-topped platform 
hung at about a 45-degree 
angle and swayed slightly 
in the wind. 

The Fire Department said 
the workers were tethered 
and communicating with 
rescuers during their ordeal 
on the side of the nation's 
tallest skyscraper. 

A cable on the scaffolding 
apparently broke around 1 


p.m. (1800 GMT), accord¬ 
ing to Joe Pentangelo, a 
spokesman for the Port 
Authority of New York and 
New Jersey, which owns 
the building. 

New York City official said 
they don’t know yet why 
the cable malfunctioned. 
Rescuers could be seen 
dropping cables to workers 
and the fire department 
tweeted a photograph of 
rescuers inside the build¬ 
ing looking at the dangling 
platform. At one point, an¬ 
other scaffold was inched 
down the same side of the 
building. 

Fire Commissioner Daniel 
Nigro said firefighters used 
diamond cutters to saw 
through a two-layered 
glass window. The opening 
was roughly 6 feet (2 me¬ 
ters) tall. 


A firefighter looks out an opening cut into a glass window at 1 
World Trade Center after rescuing two workers from their col¬ 
lapsed scaffolding in New York, Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2014. The 
two window washers were trapped for more than an hour. The 
rescue occurred on the south side of the 1,776-foot, 104-story 
building. 

(AP Photo/Kathy Willens) 


Nigro said the workers had 
mild hypothermia after 
their ordeal. 

People on the ground had 
been moved back in case 
glass began flying. Office 
workers and consfrucfion 
workers streamed onto a 
nearby street, their necks 
craned upward to watch 
the scaffold as it is waved 
in the wind. Dozens of 
emergency vehicles lined 
the street. 

The silvery skyscraper, 
which rose from the ash¬ 
es of the Sept. 11, 2001, 
reopened just last week 
to 175 employees of the 
magazine publishing giant 
Conde Nast. About 3,000 
more Conde Nast employ¬ 
ees are expected to move 
in by early next year, even¬ 
tually occupying 25 floors 
of the $3.9 billion tower. □ 



Forensics expert to testify 
at Ferguson grand jury 


JIM SALTER 
Associated Press 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — A private 
forensic pathologist who 
performed an autopsy on 
an unarmed 18-year-old 
black man will testify be¬ 
fore the grand jury decid¬ 
ing whether to charge the 
police officer who shot him, 
the attorney for Brown's 
parents said Wednesday. 
Attorney Benjamin Crump 
confirmed that former New 
York City Chief Medical Ex¬ 
aminer Dr. Michael Baden 
is scheduled to testify Thurs¬ 
day. Ed Magee, a spokes¬ 
man for St. Louis County 
prosecutor Bob McCulloch, 
declined comment. Mes¬ 
sages seeking comment 
were left with Baden. 
Crump said Michael 
Brown's parents are 
pleased that Baden will tes¬ 
tify, but skeptical about the 
objectivity of the process. 
“Their reaction was that 


they want the jury to hear 
from an independent wit¬ 
ness not associated or 
controlled by the police 
department,” Crump said. 
“They feel that all the lo¬ 
cal authorities are going 
to work together to try to 
exonerate the killer of their 
child.” 

Brown’s parents are in 
Geneva, where the U.N. 
Committee Against Torture 
is hearing testimony this 
week about U.S. policies. 
Brown was shot in the St. 
Louis suburb of Ferguson 
on Aug. 9 offer Officer Dar¬ 
ren Wilson, who is white, 
ordered Brown, who was 
black, and a friend fo stop 
walking in the street. 

The shooting of the un¬ 
armed 18-year-old led to 
sometimes-violent protests 
and the St. Louis region is 
bracing for renewed unrest 
once the grand jury deci¬ 
sion is announced. □ 
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Benefits changes that may stem from overhaul tax 


TOM MURPHY 
AP Business Writer 

Many workers will soon find 
that their health insurance 
costs more and covers less 
next year, and that employ¬ 
ers have taken a sharper 
interest in their well-being. 
Experts say the impact of 
a health care overhaul tax 
that doesn’t start until 2018 
is already being felt. 

Millions of employees are 
learning this month about 
changes in their employer- 
sponsored health cover¬ 


age for 2015. Some of the 
adjustments are likely to 
stem from the looming tax, 
which will hit plans valued 
at more than $10,200 for 
individual coverage and 
$27,500 for families. Nearly 
half of employers with 5,000 
or more workers will trigger 
this tax in 2018, according 
to the benefits firm Towers 
Watson. They’ll find a bill 
that amounts to 40 percent 
of the total value of cov¬ 
erage that exceeds those 
thresholds. 

And this is not a one-year 
concern. The thresholds rise 
over time, but they are ex¬ 
pected to grow more slow¬ 
ly than health care costs. 
That means that more 
companies are expected 
to trigger the tax after 2018. 
Employers have been ad¬ 
justing coverage for years 
to contain rising health 
care costs, and the loom¬ 
ing tax is speeding up this 
process. “The excise tax is 


probably accelerating the 
pace of change ... but it’s 
not creating the change,” 
said Jim Winkler of the ben¬ 
efits consulting firm Aon 
Hewitt. 

Businesses are making ad¬ 
justments for a tax that’s 
more than three years 
away because it’s prefer¬ 
able to phase in changes. 
Taking that approach helps 
avoid spooking employees 
and inadvertently pushing 
them to leave. 

Almost two thirds of the 


companies in a recent 
Towers Watson study said 
that the tax will either mod¬ 
erately or strongly influence 
their health care strategies 
over the next two years. 
Here are four approaches 
your company may be im¬ 
plementing to reduce costs 
and limit its possible tax bill 
come 2018. 

1. RAISE COSTS FOR WORK¬ 
ERS: 

In a survey of more than 
300 large employers by 
Aon Hewitt, 33 percent 
expected to raise out-of- 
pocket costs for their em¬ 
ployees next year. 

That means people may 
have to pay a larger de¬ 
ductible before most of 
their coverage kicks in, or 
a bigger bill replaces that 
tidy $20 co-payment at 
the doctor's office. It could 
also mean workers will pay 
a higher co-insurance, or 
the percentage of the bill 
leftover after the deduct¬ 


ible is met. 

Such adjustments can low¬ 
er the premium or price of 
coverage for the employ¬ 
er, and they also can push 
employees to shop around 
for a better deal on care, 
which can further drive 
down costs. 

2. ENCOURAGE HEALTHY 
BEHAVIOR: 

More companies are dan¬ 
gling incentives, such as 
cash or penalties that can 
include higher premiums, to 


motivate employees to get 
screenings that measure 
things like their blood pres¬ 
sure or to fill out a health- 
risk questionnaire. These so- 
called wellness programs, 
which can evolve to in¬ 
clude health coaches and 
gym memberships, won’t 
cut costs next year, but 
employers think they can 
make a big difference in 
the long run. 

For instance, an employee 
who learns that his cho¬ 
lesterol level has climbed 
into dangerous territory 
may start exercising, eating 
better and taking medica¬ 
tions to improve it. That can 
stave off expensive care 
down the road. 

“Employers certainly feel 
strongly that they need to 
get people engaged in try¬ 
ing to improve their own 
health,” Winkler said. 

3. TAKE A HARD LOOK AT 
DEPENDENT COVERAGE: 


Your spouse will no longer 
be covered if he or she has 
an affordable insurance 
option from another em¬ 
ployer. That’s what some 
employees of the package 
delivery service United Par¬ 
cel Service Inc. learned last 
year. 

Benefits experts don’t see 
a groundswell of compa¬ 
nies attempting to copy 
that fairly drastic move, 
but more are consider¬ 
ing surcharges for spousal 
coverage or reducing the 


amount they pay to cover 
adult dependents. 

More companies may ulti¬ 
mately drop spouses from 
their coverage as 2018 ap¬ 
proaches, depending on 
how close they are to hit¬ 
ting the tax threshold, Win¬ 
kler said. 

4. ADJUST PRESCRIPTION 
BENEFITS: 

Prescription drug coverage 
may provide fewer medi¬ 
cation choices or a narrow¬ 
er network of pharmacies. 
For instance, it may be¬ 
come more common for 
a plan to offer a choice 
of two options instead of 
three for a particular pre¬ 
scription. Such restrictions 
give drug plans leverage 
to negotiate better prices 
and consequently, lower 
costs. 

Companies also may tier 
their prescriptions and re¬ 
quire higher out-of-pocket 
payments for more expen¬ 
sive drugs. 



GM: Parts set 
to fix SUVs that 
can catch fire 

TOM KRISHER 

AP Auto Writer 

DETROIT (AP) — For the 

owners of 189,000 General 
Motors SUVs, the days of 
parking them outside the 
garage for fear that they 
could catch fire will soon 
come to an end. 

The company, in docu¬ 
ments posted Wednesday 
by U.S. safety regulators, 
said it will start notifying 
customers this week that 
they can take their SUVs to 
dealers, who will replace 
faulty power window 
switches. 

The recall of SUVs, mostly 
from the 2006 and 2007 
model years, was an¬ 
nounced June 30, but 
it took more than four 
months to get replace¬ 
ment parts ready. It covers 
the Chevrolet TrailBlazer, 
GMC Envoy, Buick Rainier, 
Isuzu Ascender and Saab 
97-X, mainly in North Amer¬ 
ica. It was the third recall 
for the same problem, but 
the first two didn't work. 
Water can get inside the 
window switch on the driv¬ 
er’s side, causing rust and 
possibly an electrical short 
circuit. That can cause 
them to overheat and 
catch fire, and it also can 
cause them to stop work¬ 
ing or raise or lower them¬ 
selves. 

The problem was so serious 
that GM told customers to 
park the SUVs outside until 
they can be fixed, and the 
company ordered dealers 
to stop selling the SUVs as 
used vehicles until repairs 
are made. The switches 
could even malfunction 
with the vehicle parked 
and the key removed. 
Letters that will be mailed 
out starting Thursday urge 
customers to contact 
dealers as soon as possible 
to make a service appoint¬ 
ment. And yes, they still 
need to be parked out¬ 
side until dealers replace 
the power window switch 
module. The work will be 
done for free. 

GM received reports of at 
least 28 fires but no injuries. 
Earlier fixes by GM includ¬ 
ed a protective coating 
around the window switch 
circuit board, which is less 
costly than replacing the 
switches. 



Yolanda Hormilla, a RN working for Florida Blue, checks Jose Ballivian’s blood pressure at the Sunrise, Fla. sales office. Many workers 
will soon find that their health insurance costs more and covers less next year, and that employers have taken a sharper interest in 
their well-being. Experts say the impact of a health care overhaul tax that doesn't start until 2018 is already being felt. 

(AP Photo/J Pat Carter) 
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Urgent memo orders improvement at US Wal-Marts 


STEVEN GREENHOUSE 
HIROKO TABUCHI 
©2014 New York Times 
VALLEY STREAM, N.Y. - The 
dairy section in the Wal- 
Mart supercenter here, 
just across the border 
from Queens, was sparsely 
stocked. Some gallon jugs 
of milk were dented, others 
soiled with what looked like 
dirt. The meat aisle had run 
out of ground beef patties 
and strip steak, and residue 
streaked some shelves. 

The disarray and out-of¬ 
stock items at just one store 
appear to be examples of 
wider problems that Wal- 
Mart is pressing store man¬ 
agers to address. 

Last month, the retailer is¬ 
sued an “urgent agenda” 
memo to managers across 
the country pushing them 
to improve performance 
on “Chilled and Fresh” 
items in its dairy, meat and 
produce departments, 
part of an effort by Wal- 
Mart to stem long-sluggish 
sales. It also reflected cus¬ 
tomer complaints that 
Wal-Mart has received in 
recent years as it has ex¬ 
panded offerings of organ¬ 
ic foods and produce, of¬ 
ten at cheaper prices than 
its competitors. The memo, 
marked “highly sensitive,” 
tells Wal-Mart marketing 
managers to make sure 
that the company's 4,965 
U.S. stores discount aging 
meat and baked goods to 
maximize the chance that 
those items will sell before 
their expiration dates. 

The memo - leaked for 
public use by a Wal-Mart 
manager unhappy about 
understaffing - also tells 
stores to be sure to “rotate” 
dairy products and eggs, 
which means removing 
expired items and adding 
new stock at the bottom 
and back of display cases. 
In discussing produce, the 
memo tells managers to 
“validate that stores are 


fully executing on ‘Would I 
Buy It?’” - a plea to make 
sure that every store re¬ 
moves moldy or rotting 
fruits and vegetables. 

Sent on Oct. 2, the memo 
reminds managers that 
their No. 1 concern must 
be sales. For the last 18 
months, Wal-Mart's sales 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
wholesale businesses post¬ 
ed a modest gain in their 
stockpiles in September 
as sales rebounded from 
a big decline the previous 
month. 

Stockpiles at the wholesale 
level increased 0.3 percent 
in September following a 
0.6 percent rise in August, 
the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment reported Wednes¬ 
day. Sales by wholesalers 
rose 0.2 percent in Septem¬ 
ber after a sharp 0.8 per¬ 
cent August decline. 

The big August setback in 


have been sluggish in 
stores open at least a year. 
The memo also urges man¬ 
agers to reduce backup 
inventory to trim costs, and 
warns them not to exceed 
budgets for their stores. 
Some retail analysts say 
these problems stem from 
Wal-Mart’s failure to have 


sales may have made busi¬ 
nesses more cautious about 
restocking their shelves until 
they see more evidence 
of rising demand. When 
companies add goods to 
their stockpiles it typically 
reflects optimism about fu¬ 
ture demand. 

But if businesses are cut¬ 
ting back on inventory re¬ 
building, it can be a sign of 
concern about future sales. 
Swings in inventories can 
have a big impact on over¬ 
all economic growth. 

The inventory increase re¬ 
flected a 0.8 percent rise in 
stockpiles of durable goods 
with auto inventories rising 


enough employees in its 
stores to do the many 
chores needed, like mark¬ 
ing down aging items, ro¬ 
tating milk or getting need¬ 
ed goods from the back¬ 
room to stock shelves. 
Some analysts say Wal- 
Mart’s acknowledgment 
of the problem is a step in 


1.2 percent and furniture 
up 1.5 percent. Inventories 
on non-durable goods fell 
0.6 percent with declines in 
a number of areas, led by 
a 5.3 percent drop in petro¬ 
leum, a drop that reflected 
falling energy prices. 

The economy posted a 
healthy growth rate of 3.5 
percent in the July-Sep- 
tember period, and many 
economists believe growth 
will remain at a solid pace 
around 3 percent in the 
current October-Decem- 
ber quarter and for all of 
next year. 

The optimism is based in 
part on the sustained gains 


the right direction. “They 
seem to get it,” said Craig 
Johnson, president of Cus¬ 
tomer Growth Partners, a 
retail consultancy in Con¬ 
necticut. “They know that 
they are still weak in fresh. 
And that if the produce is 
overripe or out of stock, 
people are going to go 
somewhere else.” 

“But this isn’t going to be 
an overnight fix,” he add¬ 
ed. Janet Sparks, a cus¬ 
tomer service manager at 
a Wal-Mart in Baker, Loui¬ 
siana, and a member of 
OUR Walmart, an employ¬ 
ee group pushing for im¬ 
proved wages and work¬ 
ing conditions, said, “Un¬ 
derstaffing from the sales 
floor to the front end has 
greatly affected the store.” 
She said substantial staffing 
cuts began in 2010. 

Sparks said there used to be 
five customer service man¬ 
agers per shift, who often 
helped cashiers with prob¬ 
lems, while now is there just 
one. That, she said, some¬ 
times causes long lines and 
customers having to wait 
30 minutes when numerous 
cashiers have questions or 
problems.□ 


that have been made in 
hiring and in driving the 
unemployment rate lower. 
The jobless rate fell to 5.8 
percent for October, the 
lowest point in more than 
six years. 

Inventory changes can 
have a big impact on the 
economy. In the April-June 
quarter, faster inventory 
building by businesses ac¬ 
counted for 1.4 percent¬ 
age points of the 4.6 per¬ 
cent annual growth rate. 
In the July-September 
period, inventory building 
slowed and this subtracted 
0.6 percentage point from 
growth.Q 
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Dented and dirty milk containers on sale at a Walmart in Valley Stream, N.Y., Nov. 11, 2014. The 
giant retailer recently issued an “urgent agenda” memo to managers across the country pushing 
them to improve performance on “Chilled and Fresh” items in its dairy, meat and produce depart¬ 
ments, part of a bid by Walmart to stem long-sluggish sales. 

(The New York Times) 

America’s wholesale stockpiles up 0.3 percent 
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Doctor: US girl is competent for trial in stabbing 


M.L. JOHNSON 
Associated Press 
WAUKESHA, Wisconsin (AP) 

— A state doctor believes 
the mental condition of 
one of two girls accused 
of repeatedly stabbing a 
classmate to please the 
fictional horror character 
Slender Man has improved, 
and the 12-year-old is fit 
to stand trial, a Wisconsin 
judge said Wednesday. 
Judge Michael Bohren sum¬ 
marized the doctor's report 
during a brief hearing, but 


he didn't act on it after 
defense attorney Anthony 
Cotton said he hadn’t had 
a chance to discuss it with 
his client. Bohren told Cot¬ 
ton to talk to the girl and 
come back to court Tues¬ 
day. 

The judge had ordered 
the girl to undergo mental 
health treatment in August, 
after a psychologist testi¬ 
fied that she claimed to 
see and hear things others 
could not, including uni¬ 
corns, Slender Man and an 


antagonist in the Harry Pot¬ 
ter series, Voldemort. 
Cotton, who declined 
comment after the hear¬ 
ing, expressed concern 
previously about the girl’s 
mental health and advo¬ 
cated for treatment. 

The girl appeared more 
alert Wednesday, sitting 
calmly in street clothes 
with her hair brushed and 
pushed back from her 
face. During previous hear¬ 
ings, she often wore jail 
clothes, looked disheveled 


and sometimes rocked 
back and forth in her chair 
with her hair covering her 
face. 

Court documents allege 
the two girls plotted for 
months to kill their class¬ 
mate in an effort to curry 
favor with Slender Man, 
then attacked the victim 
during a walk in the woods 
after a May 30 sleepover. 
All three girls were 12 at the 
time. 

Cotton’s client told investi¬ 
gators she stabbed the vic¬ 


tim multiple times, accord¬ 
ing to a criminal complaint. 
The other girl, who has a 
competency hearing next 
month, advised the victim 
to lay quietly so she would 
lose less blood. But the oth¬ 
er girl told investigators she 
really just wanted the victim 
to be silent so she wouldn't 
draw attention to them. 
Once her attackers left, the 
victim crawled to a path, 
where a bicyclist found her 
and called emergency dis¬ 
patch. 


Competency tests ordered in Jewish site shootings 


H. HOLLINGSWORTH 
Associated Press 
OLATHE, Kansas (AP) — An 

avowed white supremacist 
accused in the fatal shoot¬ 
ing of three people at two 
Jewish sites in Kansas was 
ordered to undergo men¬ 
tal testing Wednesday, 
prompting him to accuse 
the judge of violating his 
right to a speedy trial. 
Frazier Glenn Miller, 73, is 
charged with capital mur¬ 
der in the attacks outside a 
Jewish community center 
and a nearby retirement 
home on April 13, the eve 
of Passover. None of the 
victims was Jewish. 

Johnson County Judge 
Thomas Kelly Ryan said 
Miller’s attorneys indicat¬ 
ed during a closed-door 
meeting that their client 
was having trouble assisting 
with “various aspects" and 
that a determination needs 
to be made. The judge 
scheduled a Dec. 18 hear¬ 
ing to discuss the results of 
the evaluation. 


The move delays a prelimi¬ 
nary hearing set to deter¬ 
mine if there is enough evi¬ 
dence to take Miller’s case 
to trial. Miller objected, say¬ 


ing that dragging out the 
case would help the pros¬ 
ecutor get re-elected. 

Miller is accused of killing 
Dr. William Lewis Corpo- 


ron, 69, and his 14-year-old 
grandson, Reat Griffin Un¬ 
derwood, who were at the 
Jewish Community Center 
of Greater Kansas City for a 


singing contest audition. 

He also is accused of fatally 
shooting 53-year-old Terri 
LaManno, who was visiting 
her mother at a Jewish re¬ 
tirement home. 

Miller shouted “heil Hitler” 
at television cameras as he 
was arrested after the kill¬ 
ings. 

Miller, also known as Frazier 
Glenn Cross, is a Vietnam 
War veteran from south¬ 
west Missouri who founded 
the Carolina Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan in his native 
North Carolina and later 
the White Patriot Party. 

He was the target of a 
nationwide manhunt in 
1987, when federal agents 
tracked him and three oth¬ 
er men to a rural Missouri 
home stocked with hand 
grenades and automatic 
weapons. He was indicted 
on weapons charges and 
accused of plotting robber¬ 
ies and the assassination of 
the founder of the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, a civil 
rights group. 



Frazier Glenn Miller Jr., also known as Frazier Glenn Cross Jr., is wheeled into the courtroom for a 
preliminary hearing Wednesday, Nov. 12,2014, at the Johnson County Courthouse in Olathe, Kan. 
Miller is charged with capital murder in the April 13 attacks outside the Jewish Community Center 
of Greater Kansas City and a Jewish retirement home in nearby Overland Park, Kan. 

(AP Photo/Tammy Ljungblad) 


Man who killed wife, stepdaughter to be executed 


BRENDAN FARRINGTON 
Associated Press 
TALLAHASSEE, Florida (AP) 

— A man is set to be ex¬ 
ecuted Thursday for raping 
and murdering his 10-year- 
old stepdaughter 22 years 
ago, just minutes after he 
killed her mother. 

Chadwick Banks, 43, is 
scheduled to die at 6 p.m. 
(2300 GMT) for the 1992 
slaying of Melody Coo¬ 
per, who was found on 
her knees naked from the 
waist down and her body 


slumped on her bed. The 
body of her mother, Cas¬ 
sandra Banks, was nearby. 
Banks, who was 21 at the 
time, is serving a life sen¬ 
tence for his wife’s murder. 
It would be the 20th execu¬ 
tion carried out since Gov. 
Rick Scott took office in 
2011, one fewer than un¬ 
der Jeb Bush, who presided 
over the most executions 
since capital punishment 
was reinstated in the state 
in 1979. Bush was governor 
for two terms, while Scott, 


who was re-elected last 
week, is finishing his first. 
Most of the 19 people ex¬ 
ecuted have been the 
perpetrators of some of the 
most horrific cases Florida’s 
seen, and many of them 
left no doubt that the con¬ 
demned committed the 
crime. Banks' attorneys 
have asked the federal 
courts to intervene, argu¬ 
ing Florida’s lethal injection 
process violates the ban on 
cruel and unusual punish¬ 
ment and that he received 


ineffective legal counsel. 
His lawyer, Terri Backhus, 
didn’t return a phone mes¬ 
sage and email seeking 
comment Wednesday. 
Banks was drinking and 
playing pool at a neigh¬ 
borhood bar on the night 
of the slayings. His wife left 
the bar and went to their 
home late that night. Banks 
left less than an hour later 
and went into their trailer 
and found his wife asleep. 
Without waking her, he 
shot her point-blank in the 


head then went to his step¬ 
daughter's room. After his 
arrest, he told investigators 
he had “spanked” Melody 
and molested her for about 
20 minutes, but she didn’t 
resist or try to get away. Evi¬ 
dence showed the assault 
was much more violent. 
Banks' blood was found 
under Melody's fingernails 
and on her pillow, and she 
had a bruise and cut on her 
face. She had also been 
sodomized and Banks’ 
DNA was found inside her. 
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Russian bomber patrols 
to reach Gulf of Mexico 



A Russian Cossack stands on guard at the military base in Perevalsk, Eastern Ukraine. Tanks and 
other military vehicles towing heavy weapons are pouring over the border from Russia into east¬ 
ern Ukraine, a senior NATO official said Wednesday. 

(AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov) 

NATO: 

Russian troops crossing into Ukraine 


V. ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russia’s 
long-range bombers will 
conduct regular patrol 
missions from the Arctic 
Ocean to the Caribbean 
and the Gulf of Mexico, the 
military said Wednesday, a 
show of muscle reflecting 
tensions with the West over 
Ukraine. 

A statement from Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu 
came as NATO's chief 
commander accused Mos¬ 
cow of sending new troops 
and tanks into Ukraine — a 
claim quickly rejected by 
Russia. 

Shoigu said the tensions 
with the West over Ukraine 
would require Russia to also 
beef up its forces in the 
Crimea, the Black Sea Pen¬ 
insula that Russia annexed 
in March. 

He said Russian long-range 
bombers will conduct flights 
along Russian borders and 
over the Arctic Ocean. He 
added that “in the current 
situation we have to main¬ 
tain military presence in the 
western Atlantic and east¬ 
ern Pacific, as well as the 
Caribbean and the Gulf of 
Mexico." 

He said that the increas¬ 
ing pace and duration of 
flights would require stron¬ 
ger maintenance efforts 
and relevant directives 
have been issued to indus¬ 
tries. 

Russian nuclear-capable 
strategic bombers were 
making regular patrols 
across the Atlantic and 
the Pacific Oceans during 
Cold War times, but the 
post-Soviet money crunch 
forced the military to cut 
back. The bomber patrol 
flights have resumed under 
President Vladimir Putin's 
tenure. 

The patrols have become 


even more frequent in re¬ 
cent weeks with NATO 
reporting a spike in Rus¬ 
sian military flights over 
the Black, Baltic and North 
seas as well as the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

Earlier this year, Shoigu said 
that Russia plans to expand 
its worldwide military pres¬ 
ence by seeking permission 
for navy ships to use ports 
in Latin America, Asia and 
elsewhere for replenishing 
supplies and doing main¬ 
tenance. He said the mili¬ 
tary was conducting talks 
with Algeria, Cyprus, Nica¬ 
ragua, Venezuela, Cuba, 
Seychelles, Vietnam and 
Singapore. 

Shoigu said Russia was also 
talking to some of those 
countries about allowing 
long-range bombers to use 
their air bases for refueling. 
A senior U.S. military of¬ 
ficial said that Russia has 
not previously flown actual 
bomber patrols over the 
Gulf of Mexico, including 
during the Cold War. 
Long-range bombers have 
been in the area before, 
but only to participate in 
various visits to the region 
when the aircraft stopped 
over night at locations in 
South or Central America. 
During the Cold War, oth¬ 
er types of Russian aircraft 
flew patrols there, includ¬ 
ing surveillance flights and 
anti-submarine aircraft. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause he wasn’t authorized 
to discuss the flights public¬ 
ly, also said that the pace 
of Russian flights around 
North America, including 
the Arctic, have largely re¬ 
mained steady, with about 
five incidents per year. 

Col. Steve Warren, a Pen¬ 
tagon spokesman, de¬ 
clined to call this a Russian 
provocation .□ 


DAVID M. HERSZENHORN 
©2014 New York Times 
KIEV, Ukraine - Tanks and 
other military vehicles tow¬ 
ing heavy weapons are 
pouring over the border 
from Russia into eastern 
Ukraine. Nightly artillery 
battles in the region's big¬ 
gest city, Donetsk, and re¬ 
ports of fighting around an¬ 
other regional capital. 

And now, sightings of the 
“green men,” professional 
soldiers in green uniforms 
without insignia, the same 
type of forces that carried 
out the invasion of Crimea 
in the spring. 

A senior NATO official con¬ 
firmed Wednesday what 
Ukrainian military officials 
and monitors from the Or¬ 
ganization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
have been saying for days 
now: Russian troops and 
military equipment are 
crossing the border into 
Ukraine, seemingly prepar¬ 
ing for renewed military ac¬ 
tion, though what exactly 
remains unclear. 

The assertion drew stern 
and dismissive denials 


from Moscow, which for 
months has denied any mil¬ 
itary intervention in eastern 
Ukraine, despite numerous 
reports to the contrary. 

In light of the recent devel¬ 
opments, Western officials 
finally seemed ready to ac¬ 
knowledge that a cease¬ 
fire agreement signed 
in September had fallen 
apart, and that the threat 
to peace in Europe had 
returned in a possibly more 
virulent form. 

The official, Gen. Philip 
Breedlove, the supreme 
allied commander Europe 
of NATO said that it “is con¬ 
cerned about convoys of 
trucks taking artillery and 
supplies into east Ukraine 
from Russia. 

” He said there were in¬ 
creased numbers of Rus¬ 
sian forces in east Ukraine, 
training militants including 
in the use of sophisticated 
weaponry. 

“Across the last two days 
we have seen the same 
thing that OSCE is report¬ 
ing,” Breedlove said at a 
news conference in Sofia, 
Bulgaria. “We have seen 


columns of Russian equip¬ 
ment, primarily Russian 
tanks, Russian artillery, Rus¬ 
sian air defense systems 
and Russian combat troops 
entering into Ukraine.” 

The full scope of the Russian 
incursion was not clear, he 
said. 

“We do not have a good 
picture at this time of how 
many,” he said. “We agree 
that there are multiple col¬ 
umns that we have seen; 
we agree with the OSCE re¬ 
ports. And as to their intent: 
I'm not sure.” 

Russia forcefully denied 
that any of its troops or 
equipment had crossed 
into eastern Ukraine, and 
a government spokesman 
dismissed Breedlove as un¬ 
reliable and “alarmist.” 

“We have stressed repeat¬ 
edly that there have never 
been and there are no facts 
behind the regular blasts of 
hot air from Brussels regard¬ 
ing the supposed presence 
of Russian armed forces in 
Ukraine,” the spokesman, 
Maj. Gen. Igor Konash- 
enkov told Russian news 
agencies Wednesday. □ 
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Spanish leader calls Catalan secession vote a flop 


CIARAN GILES 
Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — Span¬ 
ish Prime Minister Mariano 
Rajoy on Wednesday dis¬ 
missed Catalonia’s non¬ 
binding vote on secession 
from Spain as a failure, and 
prosecutors were consid¬ 
ering legal action against 
Catalan officials for con¬ 
ducting the ballot. 

Rajoy said that in addition 
to being illegal, few Cata¬ 
lans voted on Sunday, de¬ 
spite months of pro-inde¬ 


pendence campaigning 
by authorities. 

“Two out of every three 
Catalans didn*t bother tak¬ 
ing part,” said Rajoy. “The 
pro-independence plan 
was for it to be a show of 
strength and (instead) it 
has shown us its weakness.” 
Catalan officials say that 
out of 6.3 million potential 
voters, 2.3 million cast bal¬ 
lots, with 80 percent of them 
approving secession. The 
6.3 million total included 1 
million immigrant residents 


and citizens aged 16 and 
17, who normally would not 
be on the region’s elector¬ 
al census. 

Catalan regional President 
Artur Mas nevertheless 
claimed the poll was a suc¬ 
cess, and on Tuesday he 
demanded talks with Rajoy 
about a possible official in¬ 
dependence referendum 
similar to the one held in 
Scotland in September. The 
“no” voters won that refer¬ 
endum. 

Rajoy said he was open to 


dialogue but rejected hav¬ 
ing a preset outcome and 
opposed any interference 
with national sovereignty. 
He urged the Catalan gov¬ 
ernment to accept reality 
and begin ruling for all Cat¬ 
alans, not just those who fa¬ 
vor independence. 

The non-binding referen¬ 
dum was held even fhough 
Spain’s fop Consfitufional 
Courf called for its suspen¬ 
sion while considering the 
government’s claim that it 
would be unconstitutional. 


Prosecutors who are inde¬ 
pendent of the govern¬ 
ment are now studying pos¬ 
sible legal action against 
Mas and other Catalan 
officials for having gone 
ahead with the vote, even 
though it was presented as 
non-binding. 

Angry at Spain's refusal to 
give their wealthy region 
more autonomy, Catalan 
politicians have been push¬ 
ing for an independence 
vote for two years. 


Big welcome for Serb nationalist as he goes home 


DUSAN STOJANOVIC 
Associated Press 
BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) — 

Serbian far-right leader 
Vojislav Seselj, accused of 
recruiting notorious para¬ 
military forces during the 
bloody Balkan wars, ar¬ 
rived home to a boisterous 
welcome Wednesday after 
U.N. war crimes judges ap¬ 
proved his provisional re¬ 
lease due to ill health. 
Hundreds of cheering sup¬ 
porters, carrying banners 
reading “Seselj the Serb 
Hero” and chanting “Vic¬ 
tory! Victory!” greeted him 
as he landed at Belgrade 
airport. 

In neighboring Bosnia and 
Croatia, however, his re¬ 
lease triggered outrage. 
“The judges are mocking 
the victims,” said Bakira 
Hasecic, head of a Bos¬ 
nian association of women 
raped during the wars in 
the 1990s. 

“It's a shame for fhe whole 
world to release Seselj with¬ 
out a verdict,” said Ruzica 


Barbaric, a rape victim 
from fhe eastern Croatian 
town of Vukovar, which 
was overrun by Serb troops, 
including Seselj's paramili¬ 


taries, in 1991. “I person¬ 
ally felt on my skin what 
his people, these criminals, 
have done here ... and all 
of fhem were Seselj's pu¬ 



pils.” 

Judges at the U.N. war 
crimes tribunal for the for¬ 
mer Yugoslavia in The 
Hague, Netherlands, re¬ 


leased Seselj so he could 
get medical treatment in 
Serbia on condition that 
he does not interfere with 
victims or witnesses and 
that he returns to the tribu¬ 
nal if summoned. Serbian 
doctors who visited the 
60-year-old say he is suffer¬ 
ing from colon cancer thaf 
has spread fo his liver. 

“I won the battle against 
the Hague tribunal, and 
that was my goal,” Seselj 
told the crowd before the 
headquarters of his ultra¬ 
nationalist Serbian Radi¬ 
cal Party. “The tribunal is a 
wounded globalist beast 
that is still destroying lives of 
distinguished Serbs.” 

The firebrand righf-wing 
said his priority will be to 
oust Serbian President 
Tomislav Nikolic and Prime 
Minister Aleksandar Vu- 
cic from power. The men 
were his close party allies 
but formed their own party 
while he was imprisoned 
and won the latest Serbian 
election. 


/*\ C 



In this 2009 photo, Serbian ultranationalist leader Vojislav Seselj is seen in court at the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) in The Hague, Netherlands. Seselj arrived in Ser¬ 
bia to a boisterous welcome Wednesday after U.N. war crimes judges approved his provisional 
release due to ill health. 

(AP Photo/Valerie Kuypers) 


Docs rush to help after India sterilization deaths 


KATY DAIGLE 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — A team 
of doctors rushed to cen¬ 
tral India on Wednesday 
after at least 12 women 
died and dozens of others 
fell ill following sterilization 
surgeries in a free, nation¬ 
wide program aimed at 
limiting births in the world's 
second-most populous na¬ 
tion, officials said. 

The case highlights the risks 
women face in reproduc¬ 
tive health in a country 


struggling with high popu¬ 
lation growth and wide¬ 
spread poverty. 

A total of 83 women, all vil¬ 
lagers under the age of 32, 
had the operations Satur¬ 
day as part of the federal 
government's free steriliza¬ 
tion campaign and were 
sent home that evening. 
But dozens later became ill 
and were rushed in ambu¬ 
lances to private hospitals 
in Bilaspur, a city in central 
Chhattisgarh state. 

By Wednesday morning, at 


least 12 women had died, 
officials said. 

The apparent cause of 
death was either blood 
poisoning or hemorrhagic 
shock, which occurs when 
a person has lost too much 
blood, state deputy health 
director Amar Singh said. 
Dozens of women were still 
hospitalized Wednesday, 
including more than a doz¬ 
en in critical condition. 

The Chhattisgarh state gov¬ 
ernment sent a plane to 
New Delhi overnight to pick 


up a team of seven doctors 
to help treat the patients. 
“Whatever treatment is be¬ 
ing provided to the victims 
is good,” said Dr. Anjan 
Trikha of fhe Delhi-based 
All India Insfifute of Medical 
Science, speaking with re¬ 
porters Wednesday at one 
of the hospitals in Bilaspur. 
He declined to say any¬ 
thing more until the results 
of autopsies are released. 
India’s government — long 
concerned about per¬ 
vasive poverty among its 


rapidly growing 1.3 billion 
population — performs mil¬ 
lions of free sterilizations of 
both women and men who 
want to avoid the risk and 
cost of having a baby. 

The vast majority of pa¬ 
tients are poor women who 
are usually paid a one-time 
incentive fee of about $10- 
$20, or about a week’s pay 
for a poor person in India. 
About 180 million people in 
the country still live on less 
than $1.25 a day. 
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JOLU MRA1KS 


SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM & SWING 

DAILY 9am-1pm $60 pp 

Visit 3 Great sites with BBQ, 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON CRUISE I DAILY SUNSET SAIL 

DAILY 2pm - 5pm $45 pp I DAILY 5:30pm - 7:30pm $32 pp 

Our shorter snorkel cruise, with I Enjoy spectacular sunset. Open 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! I Bar & Ropeswing included 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations paa 04A7/ED0 7QCO 
ONLY - Present coupon at boarding OOO O I Uf /Ov6 a 0O0 


Save $10 per couple/per coupon for 
morning cruise Save $5 per couple/ 
per coupon for afternoon cruise 


Israel approves 200 new 
homes in east Jerusalem 

JOSEF FEDERMAN 
Associated Press 

JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli authorities gave preliminary 
approval Wednesday for construction of 200 new 
homes in a Jewish area of east Jerusalem, a move 
likely to ratchet up already heightened tensions in the 
city. 

The decision came shortly before U.S. Secretary of 
State John Kerry was to arrive in neighboring Jordan 
on a mission aimed at restoring calm in the Holy Land 
after weeks of unrest. 

Much of the recent violence has stemmed from ten¬ 
sions surrounding a sensitive holy site revered by Mus¬ 
lims and Jews. The collapse of U.S.-brokered peace 
talks, Israel's bloody war last summer in the Gaza Strip 
and continued Israeli settlement construction in east 
Jerusalem have added to it. 

Brachie Sprung, a spokeswoman for the municipality, 
said city officials approved 200 homes in the Ramot 
area. Sprung said the approval was just a preliminary 
stage of the planning process — meaning construc¬ 
tion would be years away. 

She also said city officials approved an additional 174 
homes for construction in an Arab neighborhood. 

Any Israeli construction for Jewish areas of east Jerusa¬ 
lem risks setting off a diplomatic firestorm — especially 
in the current fragile environment. 

The Palestinians claim east Jerusalem as their capital. 
The international community does not recognize Is¬ 
raeli sovereignty in the area and opposes settlement 
construction. More than 200,000 Jewish Israelis live in 
developments like Ramot that ring east Jerusalem to 
help cement Israeli control. 

The Israeli announcement came before Kerry was to 
arrive in Jordan and meet King Abdullah II and Pales¬ 
tinian President Mahmoud Abbas to discuss the situ¬ 
ation in Jerusalem. There was no immediate plan for 
Kerry to travel to Israel. 

Under a longstanding arrangement, Jordan holds 
custodial rights over Muslim holy sites in Jerusalem, in¬ 
cluding the compound known to Jews as the Temple 
Mount and to Muslims as the Noble Sanctuary. 

Visits by Jewish worshippers to the site have raised 
concerns among Muslims that Israel is secretly trying to 
take over the site. The tensions have boiled over into 
violent demonstrations and deadly violence. Abbas 
accused Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu this 
week of leading the region toward a “religious war." 

In the latest unrest, an attack against a mosque in a 
West Bank village earlier Wednesday ignited a fire that 
destroyed its first floor. Faraj al-Naasan, the mayor of 
the village of Mughayer, north of Ramallah, blamed 
Jewish settlers for the blaze. 


Iraq’s premier shakes up his military 


HAMZA HENDAWI 
RYAN LUCAS 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq's 
prime minister on Wednes¬ 
day ordered his first major 
shakeup of his military since 
taking office three months 
ago, relieving 26 army of¬ 
ficers of their commands 
and retiring 10 others as 
a monitoring group said 
airstrikes by a U.S.-led co¬ 
alition against the Islamic 
State group and other ex¬ 
tremists in neighboring Syria 
have killed more than 860 
people, including civilians, 
since they began in Sep¬ 
tember. 

The Iraqi military shakeup, 
which included the ap¬ 
pointment of 18 new com¬ 
manders, was ordered “as 
part of efforts to reinforce 
the work of the military on 
the basis of professional¬ 
ism and fighting graft in all 
its forms,” according to a 
statement posted on Prime 
Minister Haider al-Abadi’s 
official website. 

“The aim is not to punish 
anyone, but rather to im¬ 
prove our military perfor¬ 
mance,” al-Abadi later said 
in comments to senior army 
officers. A government of¬ 
ficial said the shake-up 
followed the findings of a 
probe ordered last month 
by al-Abadi on corruption 
in the military. The official 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because he was not 
authorized to speak to the 
media. Under Iraq's consti¬ 
tution, al-Abadi, like Nouri 
al-Maliki before him, holds 
the post of General Com¬ 
mander of the Armed Forc¬ 
es. But it was al-Maliki, now 
a vice president, who had 
tightly controlled the mili¬ 
tary during his eight-year 
rule, with several elite units 
taking their orders directly 


from him. 

Al-Maliki, in the final months 
of his administration, had 
spoken at length about 
corruption in the military 
— particularly in the wake 
of an embarrassing rout of 
Iraqi forces which saw the 
Islamic State militants cap¬ 
ture about a third of the 
country in a few months. 
He cited cases where sol¬ 


diers paid half their salary 
to their commanders so 
they could stay away from 
their units and work a sec¬ 
ond job. He also relieved 
several top commanders 
from their command and 
ordered others investigat¬ 
ed for dereliction of duty. 
Al-Abadi's move comes as 
government security forc¬ 
es and Shiite militias have 
largely halted the Islamic 
State militants' advance, 
even rolling them back 
from some areas with the 
help of coalition airstrikes. 
But heavy fighting still rag¬ 
es on multiple fronts, and 
attacks on government 


troops and civilians remain 
common, particularly in 
Baghdad. 

On Wednesday, three 
bombings in and around 
the Iraqi capital killed 
at least 17 people and 
wounded nearly 40, police 
and hospital officials said. 
There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for 
the attacks, but they all 


bore the hallmarks of the Is¬ 
lamic State group’s tactics. 
The deadliest bombing 
took place in the turbulent 
Youssifiyah district south 
of Baghdad, where a sui¬ 
cide car bomber hit an 
army checkpoint, killing six 
soldiers and wounding 16 
people, including 10 civil¬ 
ians. Earlier in the day, a 
car bomb near a cluster 
of shops in western Bagh¬ 
dad killed six civilians and 
wounded 13 just minutes 
before a suicide bomber 
blew himself up at the en¬ 
trance of a nearby police 
station, killing five police¬ 
men and wounding 10. 



Iraqi security forces patrol Jurf al-Sakhar, 43 miles (70 kilome¬ 
ters) south of Baghdad, Iraq. In Baghdad on Wednesday, Nov. 
12, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi shook up the country’s mili¬ 
tary, relieving 26 army officers from their command, retiring 10 
others and appointing 18 new commanders. 

(AP Photo) 
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Cuba: 

Dancers return home after stardom abroad 


ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — The young 
dancers in simple black le¬ 
otards watched closely as 
the master demonstrated 
his leaps and pirouettes, 
every move reflected in 
multiples from the mirrored 
walls of the room. Hav¬ 
ing graced many of the 
world’s most prestigious 
stages, this return to Cuba 
for Jose Manuel Carreno 
was an act of giving back. 
“I grew up in this school,” 
said the former principle 
dancer of New York’s 
American Ballet Theatre. 
“For me, to return to Cuba 
is to come home." 

Carreno was among a 
dozen Cuban dancers who 
returned to the island last 
week to be part of the 24th 
International Ballet Festival 
of Havana, where several 
workshops were dedicat¬ 
ed this year to Fernando 
Alonso, one of the found¬ 
ers of the National Ballet of 
Cuba who died last year. 
While many dancers have 
returned to Cuba before, 
the festival marked the 
largest gathering of such 
dance stars living abroad. 
A recent relaxation of Cu¬ 
ba's laws on travel and in¬ 
come have made it easier 
for Cuban-born dancers to 
return, a trend also being 
seen with musicians and 
other artists. 

The visit by dancers such 
as Carreno, who left Cuba 
to join the Royal Ballet of 
London in 1993 and now 
leads the San Jose Ballet 
in California, is a creative 


boon for the National Bal¬ 
let of Cuba whose dancers 
otherwise have limited ex¬ 
posure to emerging tech¬ 
niques and styles. 

While the National Ballet is 


“an incredible company,” 
said Cuban-American art 
critic Octavio Roca, “this 
is one of the most conser¬ 
vative companies in the 
world. It has few new bal¬ 
lets, and little new chore¬ 
ography.” 

The company was found¬ 
ed in 1948 by Fernando 
Alonso and his wife, pre¬ 
mier ballerina Alicia Alonso, 
who both rose to fame in 
the late 1940s in New York. 


It is considered one of the 
crown jewels of Cuban cul¬ 
ture, prestige that also has 
placed it at the center of 
political attention. 

If a dancer abandoned the 


company to live abroad, 
it once would have been 
nearly impossible to return 
to the stage in Cuba. Those 
dancers who reached Mi¬ 
ami would be pressed by 
the exile community there 
to publicly denounce the 
Cuban government. 

Over the years, dozens of 
dancers deserted while on 
foreign tours. For many, the 
complicated process of 
trying to win Cuban permis¬ 


sion to work abroad made 
defection their only option 
to experience the wider 
ballet world firsthand. 
“Cuba is our home, even 
for those who must pursue 


their own path,” said Ro¬ 
lando Salgado, the long¬ 
time dance partner of Ali¬ 
cia Alonso, now a profes¬ 
sor at the King Juan Carlos 
University in Spain. “It is the 
foundation, regardless of 
the roads traveled." 

Javier Torres, a star dancer 
with the Northern Ballet of 
Great Britain, said the spirit 
of their homeland shapes 
their art no matter how far 
they travel. 



Premier ballerina Viengsay Valdes, left, warms up at the National Cuban Ballet dance house in 
Havana, Cuba. The National Ballet of Cuba was founded in 1948 by Fernando Alonso and his wife, 
premier ballerina Alicia Alonso, who both rose to fame in the late 1940s in New York. It is consid¬ 
ered one of the crown jewels of Cuban culture, prestige. 

(AP Photo/Franklin Reyes) 


Senators optimistic Cuba to free contractor 


M. WEISSENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — Two U.S. 
senators expressed opti¬ 
mism this week that Cuba 
will free imprisoned Ameri¬ 
can government contrac¬ 
tor Alan Gross. 

Sens. Jeff Flake, a Republi¬ 
can from Arizona, and Tom 
Udall, a Democrat from 
New Mexico, said they met 
with Gross for about two 
hours during a trip that in¬ 
cluded meetings with Cu¬ 
ban officials. 

Gross was detained in De¬ 


cember 2009 while working 
to set up Internet access as 
a subcontractor for the U.S. 
Agency for International 
Development. He was tried 
and sentenced to 15 years 
in prison. Gross' family has 
said he has threatened to 
commit suicide if he is not 
released by his birthday 
next May. 

Asked about the possibility 
of Gross going free. Flake 
said: “I do feel we're closer 
there, one because what 
Alan Gross has said himself. 


this is going to end one way 
or another." 

Both senators added, 
though, that Cuban of¬ 
ficials gave no indication 
any development was im¬ 
minent. 

Flake also cited as cause 
for optimism a report by 
The Associated Press on 
Monday that USAID is pre¬ 
paring internal rules that 
would effectively end risky 
undercover work in hostile 
countries. 

The new policy follows an 
AP investigation this year 


into work by the develop¬ 
ment agency, which set 
up a Twitter-like social net¬ 
work in Cuba and secretly 
sought to recruit a new 
generation of dissidents on 
the island while hiding ties 
to the U.S. government. 
The AP found USAID and 
its contractor concealed 
their involvement in the 
programs by setting up a 
front company, routing 
money through Cayman 
Islands bank transactions 
and fashioning elaborate 
cover stories. 



In The Caribbean 


Jamaica signs 
deal to search 
for oil and gas 

KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) 

— Jamaica’s petroleum 
firm has signed an agree¬ 
ment with a British oil com¬ 
pany, clearing the way for 
oil and gas exploration in 
offshore blocks south of the 
island. 

The “production sharing 
agreement” was signed 
with London-headquar¬ 
tered Tullow Oil, which has 
a 100 percent operating 
interest. The pact allows 
Tullow to start exploring 10 
of Jamaica’s 31 offshore 
blocks. The areas to be sur¬ 
veyed cover about 32,065 
square kilometers (12,380 
square miles). In a state¬ 
ment from the Petroleum 
Corporation of Jamaica 
this week, Tullow explora¬ 
tion director Angus Mc- 
Coss said a “great deal of 
geological and other es¬ 
sential work is required be¬ 
fore any drilling can take 
place.” Exploration work to 
search for commercially- 
viable wells of oil and gas 
could last up to 7 'A years. 

Haiti migrants 
found stranded 
on remote key 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— U.S. authorities say they 
have found 70 Haitian mi¬ 
grants on an uninhabited 
island west of Puerto Rico. 
The U.S. Customs and Bor¬ 
der Protection agency said 
in a statement this week 
that agents apprehended 
the group of 46 men and 
24 females, including three 
minors, on Mona island. 
Officials say the migrants 
are Haitians and were in 
decent health when they 
were found on Saturday. 
The rugged island lies in a 
treacherous passage be¬ 
tween Puerto Rico and 
the Dominican Republic. 
Smugglers in the Domini¬ 
can Republic sometimes 
ditch migrants there. 

Chief patrol agent Ramiro 
Cerrillo says “smugglers 
leave migrants stranded 
in Mona making them 
believe they safely have 
reached Puerto Rico." 
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Romar Trading Presents: 


Notte Del Vino, at La Trattoria El Faro Blanco 


WESTPUNT - Romar Trading 
Company N.V. welcomed 
sommelier Federico Trost 
to the island with a series 
of events designed to pro¬ 
mote and publicize the al¬ 
ready worldwide popular 
Santa Margherita wines. 
On his second night on 
the island, Trost hosted an 
event at La Trattoria El Faro 
Blanco pairing delectable 
signature dishes with some 
of Santa Margherita finest 
wines. 

The elegant crowd gath¬ 
ered in the dining room 
enjoyed the Insalata Faro 
Blanco, mixed greens, al¬ 
monds, cranberries and 
apples with a house dress¬ 
ing, escorted by Prosecco 
Santa Margherita. The 
Pennenette Alla Puttan- 
esca, penne in fresh mari- 
nara sauce with garlic, 
basil, black olives and ca¬ 
pers was chased by nicely 
chilled Pinot Grigio Santa 
Margherita and the Bistec- 
ca Al Gorgonzola alia Gri- 
glia, grilled sirloin steak 
smothered with a gorgon- 
zola cheese sauce, with 
vegetables, went well with 
the classic Chianti Santa 
Margherita. For dessert, the 
restaurant's famed Tiramisu 
sponge cake soaked in 



espresso, Marsala wine and 
rum, topped with choco¬ 
late and Italian mascar- 
pone cheese, was washed 
down with Santa Margheri¬ 
ta Rose. 

Our images depict a much- 
enjoyed evening, co host¬ 
ed by wine artist Clive Faus- 


tin, in collaboration with 
sommelier Federico Trost, 
Certified Wine Sommelier 
and the Export Manager 
for Santa Margherita Wines. 
The Santa Margherita win¬ 
ery counts eighty years of 
“actual” history, however, 
it has enjoyed more than 





two centuries of business- 
activities in the Veneto! 
Founded in 1935 by Count 
Gaetano Marzotto Jr., it 
revolutionized wine drink¬ 
ing and succeeded in pro¬ 
ducing Italy’s most favorite 
vino! 

Today, Santa Margherita 


wines are known for their 
strong consumer appeal 
and great accessibility 
along with their modern 
winemaking edge. They 
are available worldwide 
in over 70 countries and 
are poured in Aruba at all 
premier restaurants. 
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Kevin and Patricia 
Honored for Their Loyalty 
to Aruba! 



EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great pleasure of 
honoring a very nice cou¬ 
ple whom are loyal and 
friendly Visitor of Aruba, 
at the Costa Linda Beach 
Resort, as Ambassadors 
of Goodwill. The symbolic 
honorary title is presented 
in the name of the Minister 
of Tourism as a token of ap¬ 


preciation to guests who 
visit Aruba for 20-or-more 
consecutive years. 

The honorees were Mr. 
Kevin and Mrs. Patricia Fal¬ 
lon from Cherry Hill, New 
Jersey. Kevin and Patricia 
are loyal members of the 
Costa Linda and they love 
Aruba very much because 
of the friendly people, the 
climate, beaches, restau¬ 
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rants, and Aruba feels like a 
second home, the people 
are like a family to them and 
Costa Linda is their home 
away from home. The cer¬ 
tificates were presented by 
Mr. Ernest Giel representing 


the Aruba Tourism Authority 
together with Mrs. Miriam 
Rodriquez and Mrs. Sharisa 
Tromp representing the 
Costa Linda Beach Resort 
and family members of the 
honorees. □ 


Joseph Brandon and Beverly White honored by ATA 





EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a very nice 
couple as Ambassadors 
of Goodwill of Aruba at 
the Tropicana Resort. The 


symbolic honorary title is 
presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
20-or-more consecutive 
years. 


The honorees were Mr. 
Joseph Brandon and 
Mrs. Beverly White from 
Yeadon, Pennsylvania. Jo¬ 
seph and Beverly are loyal 
members of the Tropicana 
Resort and they love Aru¬ 



ba very much because 
of the friendly people, the 
climate, beaches, restau¬ 
rants, safety and being 
on Aruba and staying at 
the Tropicana is like being 
home for them and the 
wonderful staff of the resort 
is like family to them. The 
certificates were present¬ 
ed by Mr. Ernest Giel repre¬ 
senting the Aruba Tourism 
Authority together with Ms. 
Laura Vides representing 
the Tropicana Resort. □ 



At The Sopranos 
Piano Bar, enjoy 
Jen Porter live! 

PALM BEACH - Chicago 
piano bar entertainer Jen 
Porter has returned to Aru¬ 
ba to perform through the 
end of November at The 
Sopranos Piano Bar at Ar- 
awak Gardens, J.E. Iraus- 
quin 368. 

With music that flows from 
one song to the next, from 
style to style, Jen Porter has 
the ability to captivate any 
audience. Critics say her 
voice is “soulfully raucous" 
and that she is “without 
a doubt an artist to keep 
your eye on.” She is com¬ 
pared to Sheryl Crow, Ste¬ 
vie Nicks and Janis Joplin 
in the same breath. With 
a voice that reaches out 
and grabs you, and a pia¬ 
no style that’s captivating 
and melodic, her perfor¬ 
mance is always memo¬ 
rable. 

Jen's powerful voice is at¬ 
tracting more attention 
than ever before. She 
has played many venues 
around Chicago, including 
The Cubby Bear, House Of 
Blues Hotel and Hard Rock 
Cafe. Her style is expan¬ 
sive and universal — and 
you can’t help but love 
her powerhouse voice and 
smooth piano. 

Jen performs a repertoire 
drawing on such diverse 
songbooks as those of 
Stevie Nicks, Aretha Frank¬ 
lin, Alanis Morrisette, Pink 
Floyd, Led Zeppelin and 
Queen — as well as her 
own original composi¬ 
tions. Don’t miss this perfor¬ 
mance force, as she con¬ 
tinues on her unique path 
to wow audiences every¬ 
where. 

Catch her act Sundays 
through Fridays beginning 
at 8pm.Q 
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Lawrence and Marilyn Honored at the Marriott Surf Club 



EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great pleasure 
of honoring a very nice 
couple whom are loyal and 
friendly Visitor of Aruba, at 
the Marriott Surf Club, as 


Distinguished Visitors due to 
their 15th consecutive visit 
to Aruba. 

The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 


guests who visit Aruba for 
10-to-l 9 consecutive years. 
The honorees were Mr. 
Lawrence and Mrs. Marilyn 
Kramps. 

Lawrence and Marilyn 
are loyal members of the 



Marriott Surf Club and they Aruba feels like a second 
love Aruba very much home. The certificates were 
because of the friendly presented by Ms. Marouska 
people, the climate, Heyliger representing the 
beaches, restaurants, and Aruba Tourism Authority. 





CASINO AND SHOPS 


The Shops 

At Alhambra Casino 


Ofturing a wide variety ttf 
Retail $ Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 


Baskin H abb.ns * Dunk in Donuts 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Juan Valdez Cafe ■ Subway * H Glass 
Shalom Body and Soul Spa 
Hollywood Smokehouse 
Hungry Piranha * Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Ter net Boutique 
The Lazy Lizard * The Marker 


0BGHB 


i4-Card BINGO starting at 

for 4 Card BINGO • 8 Games to Play 

1,000 in Cash Priz 


Addiliuiicil 5500 Cash Prize m our Monthly Early Birt 

when you purchase y mtr cord prior to 1 2 non 

-—- 


'Ti^Aeto yfatoda to ptayf 

Open daily 10am to 4am * J.E, Irausquin Blvd #47 * 503.5000 • casinDalhamhra.com 

Mul[ br Jh .UhriiTifcr** AdiJhlJCn All WfrHABl Jhfl pr«M4LMl Jili luhiwCI lu ChJrtbi bl dJfltilLiliK iVilhuul Mu W flblrtri. 
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gamaippiig 
Tel: (297) 582-8600 
Fax: (297) 582-7212 


The Marriott and The Ritz Carlton^^BWlh* 

Windsurfing-Kitesurfing-Paddleboard-SUP Yoga 


idaen secrets! 


lent a Car of Aruba 


r- 


Watersports Center 


www^budg aruba.com 


BOOK NOW: 


budg tarub met.aw 


at&i at 


j i n 


KlCijgiirhrtg IfjSPns rfnljjk 

L-andsal UncH 




CALL for more information 
about our Special Price 
Tel: 582-7800 


A ru ba- Act wt- V, □ c a 1 1 oil a, c wti 

Tel ^297J 5B6 0M9 


c tV& will /ierdomi% mak& ywwr 
cuL just the, way yaw Uh& U ... 


Located Vi mile past the Ritz Carlton Hotel 


Blue trailers, colored flags) 


Bowen Fami¬ 
ly Honored at 
the Casa del 
Mar Resort! 

EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring two very nice 
couples as Ambassadors 
of Goodwill of Aruba at 
the Casa del Mar Beach 
Resort. The symbolic hon¬ 
orary title is presented in 
the name of the Minister of 
Tourism as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to guests who 
visit Aruba for 20-or-more 
consecutive years. 

The honorees were George 
and Jill Bowen and Rich¬ 
ard and Marie Bowen of 
Rhode Island. The Bowens 
are loyal members of the 
Casa del Mar Beach Re¬ 
sort and they love Aruba 
very much because of the 
friendly people, the weath¬ 
er, the beaches, restau¬ 
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rants, safety and of course Mar. The certificates were Heyliger representing the gether with General Man- 
their friends at the Casa del presented by Ms. Marouska Aruba Tourism Authority to- ager Bob CurtisO 





































Major League All-Stars’ Matt 
Shoemaker of Los Ange¬ 
les Angels delivers a pitch 
against Japan at Game 1 
of their exhibition baseball 
games in Osaka, western 
Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 12, 
2014. Japan won the game 
2 - 0 . 

Associated Press 

Maeda leads 
Japan over 
MLB All-Stars 
2-0 in opener 

JIM ARMSTRONG 
AP Sports Writer 
OSAKA, Japan (AP) — 
Kenta Maeda allowed 
two hits over five innings, 
combining on a three- 
hitter that led Japan over 
the Major League Baseball 
All-Stars 2-0 Wednesday in 
the opener of a five-game 
postseason tour. 

Maeda, a 26-year-old 
right-hander from the Cen¬ 
tral League’s Hiroshima 
Toyo Carp, struck out two 
and walked two before 
a crowd of 33,003 at the 
Kyocera Dome. He has ex¬ 
pressed an interest in pitch¬ 
ing in the major leagues 
and could be made avail¬ 
able during the offseason. 
“I am happy to finish my 
outing with a good result, 
especially in the first game 
of the series," said Maeda, 
who threw 71 pitches and 
got the win. 


Continued on Page 22 
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DISPORTS 



Small wide receivers making big impact across NFL 



New York Jets free safety Jaiquawn Jarrett (37) tackles Pittsburgh Steelers' Antonio Brown (84) dur¬ 
ing the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 9, 2014, in East Rutherford, N.J. 

Associated Press 


WILL GRAVES 
AP Sports Writer 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — The 

NFL’s leading receiver — 
the one taken in the sixth 
round of the 2010 draft as 
an unknown, undersized 
project — would like to 
have a word. 

“I’m not a little guy,” Anto¬ 
nio Brown says. 

Point out that at 5-foot-10 
and 180 pounds (1.78 me¬ 
ters and 82 kilograms) the 
frenetic Pittsburgh Steelers 
star is hardly considered an 
NFL prototype, and Brown 
shrugs. 

“I’m not a little guy,” he re¬ 
peats. 

And the scouts who be¬ 
lieved he was a fringe 
prospect at best four years 
ago, favoring the likes of 
Marcus Easley, Kerry Meier 
and Dezmon Briscoe, all 6-2 
(1.88m) or taller, all no lon¬ 
ger in the league? 

“They made a mistake,” 
Brown said with a smile. 
Freed by a crackdown on 
illegal contact in the sec¬ 
ondary, bolstered by cre¬ 
ative sets designed to get 
him in open space, and 
emboldened by a chip 
on his shoulder that never 
seems to go away. Brown is 
spearheading a mini-revo¬ 
lution at his position. 

Scooch over Calvin John¬ 
son. Make room Julio Jones. 
Hold up there AJ Green 
and Dez Bryant, you’ve got 
company. 

Midway through the sea¬ 
son, the NFL’s most electric 
playmakers are the guys 
whose modest frames belie 
big-time numbers. 

After 10 weeks of play. 
Brown's 70 receptions and 
1,070 yards receiving are 
tops in the league and his 
eight touchdowns are tied 
for fourth. Brown’s child¬ 
hood buddy TY Hilton of the 
Indianapolis Colts — gener¬ 
ously listed at 5-9 (1,76m) — 
is third in yards and sixth in 
yards per catch. 

They're not alone. Seven of 
the top 11 players in yards 
receiving are under 6 feet 
(1.83m) tall. 

Emmanuel Sanders (5-11, 
1.81m) is developing into 
Peyton Manning’s favorite 
target in Denver. Golden 
Tate (5-10, 1.78m) has be¬ 
come so explosive the Lions 
are soaring even with John¬ 


son — Megatron himself — 
struggling to stay healthy. 
Julian Edelman (5-10, 
1,78m) is a Wes Welker-type 
in New England. Washing¬ 
ton is a mess but DeSean 
Jackson (5-10, 1.78m) and 
his not-a-typo 21.8 yards 


per reception offer the be¬ 
leaguered franchise and 
quarterback Robert Griffin 
III a glimmer of hope. 

In Baltimore, a rejuvenated 
35-year-old Steve Smith is 
the old-school boss in the 
midst of a late-career re¬ 
naissance. The 5-9 (1.76m) 
veteran already has four 
100-yard receiving games 
at a time when most guys 
at his position have evolved 
into part-time role players if 


they even have a job at all. 
“The little guys are coming 
back to rule the world,” 
Smith said with laugh. 
“We’re coming back (and) 
we're here to stay. That’s 
the bottom line. That’s 
what it’s about. The big 


guys, you can throw it up 
to them but at the end of 
the day when you want to 
move the sticks, you have 
to throw it to the little guys. 
We move the needle.” 
They’re doing more than 
that. They’re finding the 
end zone with the same 
frequency as their larger — 
and largely higher profile — 
colleagues. 

Brown may be fhe most 
dangerous player in the 


league, turning every 
slant or quick screen into 
a showcase for his road- 
runner footwork regard¬ 
less of where fhe Steelers 
are at on the field. While 
brawny fight ends like Rob 
Gronkowski and supersized 


Associated Press 

wideouts like Demaryius 
Thomas remain matchup is¬ 
sues in tight spaces. Brown 
and his buddies are making 
an impact from goal line to 
goal line. 

Brown, Sanders and Green 
Bay’s Randall Cobb are in 
the top 10 in red zone re¬ 
ceptions, a tribute to their 
uncanny ability to wiggle 
free when opposing cor- 
nerbacks try to get physical 
and the NFL’s increased 


policing of fhe pushing 
and shoving that goes on 
downfield. 

“It's helping receivers in 
general,” Cobb said. “But, 
definitely, with our quick¬ 
ness and being able to get 
separation from the de¬ 
fensive back at the top of 
routes, and them not being 
able to grab, has definitely 
helped." 

Steelers cornerback Ike 
Taylor has spent a dozen 
seasons chasing receivers 
while watching fads come 
and go. Witnessing Brown’s 
evolution from raw talent to 
unstoppable force is sym¬ 
bolic of the NFL’s shifting 
the balance of power to 
the offense. 

“Coordinators are putting 
small guys off the line, mak¬ 
ing sure you're not able to 
get your hands on them, 
using stacked positions, 
putting a receiver behind 
a tight end,” Taylor said. 
“They’re finding ways to 
maneuver these small guys 
and it’s been working.” 
Clearly, there’s still a place 
for receivers built like small 
forwards. Pittsburgh’s of¬ 
fense didn't truly take off 
until 6-4 (1,93m) rookie Mar- 
tavis Bryant was inserted 
into the lineup last month 
as the lanky yin to Brown’s 
quicksilver yang. 

Hilton and quarterback An¬ 
drew Luck are building the 
same rapport in Indianapo¬ 
lis that Brown shares with 
Ben Roethlisberger. Last 
week against the New York 
Giants, Luck floated a pass 
toward Hilton in the end 
zone that Hilton wrestled 
away from Dominique Rod- 
gers-Cromartie, a taller cor¬ 
nerback, for a touchdown. 
The catch is a fitting symbol 
to the tenacity of smaller 
receivers who’ve spent 
most of their lives trying to 
carve out their own space 
in a sport that can’t seem 
to get big enough fast 
enough. 

That trumps any rules, Steel¬ 
ers wide receiver Darrius 
Heyward-Bey said. 

“It’s the dog in them,” Hey- 
ward-Bey said. “They have 
the mindset that even 
though they’re shorter, 
they think they're 6-3, 6-4 
and they can go out there 
and make plays." 



Denver Broncos wide receiver Emmanuel Sanders (10) catches a 32-yard touchdown pass in front 
of Oakland Raiders cornerback D.J. Hayden (25) during the second quarter of an NFL football 
game in Oakland, Calif., Sunday, Nov. 9, 2014. 
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NBA Capsules 

Nowitzki becomes highest-scoring player born outside U.S. 


Dallas Mavericks forward Dirk Nowitzki celebrates after a Sacramento Kings turnover in the sec¬ 
ond half of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2014, in Dallas. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
DALLAS (AP) — Dirk Nowitzki 
became the highest-scor¬ 
ing NBA player born outside 
of the United States, help¬ 
ing the Mavericks rally from 
24 points down to beat the 
Kings. 

Monta Ellis scored 10 of his 
16 points in the third quar¬ 
ter, including a fadeaway 
3-pointer at the buzzer 
after the Mavericks had 
taken their first lead in their 
21st straight regular-season 
win at home against Sacra¬ 
mento. 

Nowitzki passed Hakeem 
Olajuwon for ninth place 
on the all-time scoring list. 
The 7-foot German finished 
with 23 for 26,953 career 
points, seven more than 
the Nigerian-born former 
star of the Houston Rockets. 
RAPTORS 104, MAGIC 100 
TORONTO (AP) — Kyle 
Lowry scored 19 points, Ter¬ 
rence Ross had 17 and the 
Toronto Raptors erased an 
11-point deficit in the fourth 
quarter to beat Orlando 
104-100 on Tuesday night, 
their ninth consecutive vic¬ 
tory over the Magic. 

DeMar DeRozan had 16 
points and Lou Williams 
scored eight of his 14 in the 
fourth as the Eastern Con¬ 
ference leaders won their 
fifth straight game overall 
and improved to 7-1. 

Ross grabbed the rebound 
on a potential tying jump 
shot by Tobias Harris with 
2 seconds left. Toronto 
has won its first five home 
games for the first time 
since 2003-04. 

Evan Fournier scored 24 
and Harris had 23 points 
and 13 rebounds for Or¬ 
lando, which lost its second 
straight. 

GRIZZLIES 107, LAKERS 102 
MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) 
— Mike Conley scored 23 
points and the Grizzlies fi¬ 
nally got a strong effort 


from their struggling bench 
to beat the Lakers. 

Kobe Bryant led the Lak¬ 
ers (1-6) with 28 points, but 
shot 10 of 26 from the field 
and surpassed Boston Celt¬ 
ics great John Havlicek for 
the most missed field goals 
in an NBA career. 

Reserve guard Wayne El¬ 
lington was not with the 
Lakers after his father was 
killed in Philadelphia on 
Sunday night. 

Backup guard Beno Udrih 
had 16 points for Memphis. 
Courtney Lee scored 15 as 
six Grizzlies finished in dou¬ 
ble figures, including Zach 
Randolph with 11 points 
and 10 rebounds. 

Memphis has won 17 
straight regular-season 
home games since a Feb¬ 
ruary loss to Dallas. 

BUCKS 85, THUNDER 78 
MILWAUKEE (AP) —O.J. 
Mayo scored 19 points and 
Brandon Knight added 16 
as the Bucks held off a late 
Oklahoma City rally to beat 
the Thunder. 

Reggie Jackson had 29 
points, nine above his sea¬ 
son average, for Oklahoma 
City. Serge Ibaka added 14 
as the Thunder fell to 0-5 on 
the road. 

The Bucks led by five after 
three quarters and extend¬ 
ed their lead to as much as 
11 in the fourth. Oklahoma 
City cut the lead to four on 
two free throws by Ibaka 
with 31 seconds left but got 
no closer. 

TRAIL BLAZERS 102, HOR¬ 
NETS 100 

PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) 
— Damian Lillard had 29 
points and the Trail Blazers 
trailed by as many as 23 
points in the first half before 
rallying in the fourth quarter 
to beat the Hornets. 
Charlotte’s Gary Neal 
made a layup at the final 
buzzer that would have 
sent the game into over¬ 


time, but the refs reversed 
the call after a review. 
LaMarcus Aldridge added 
25 points and 14 rebounds 
for the Blazers, who have 
won four of their last five 
games and improved to 
5-1 at the Moda Center. 

Al Jefferson scored 22 
points, while Lance Ste¬ 
phenson had 14 points and 
14 rebounds for the Hor¬ 
nets. 


SPURS 113, WARRIORS 100 
OAKLAND, California (AP) 

— Tony Parker had 28 
points and seven assists, 
and Kawhi Leonard scored 
19 as the Spurs beat the 
Warriors. 

The defending NBA cham¬ 
pions played their aging 
Big Three — Parker, Manu 
Ginobili and Tim Duncan 

— on consecutive nights 
to pull off California’s most 


difficult back-to-back. The 
Spurs rallied past the Clip¬ 
pers 89-85 on Monday in 
Los Angeles before cooling 
off one of the league’s hot¬ 
test teams in Oakland. 

Klay Thompson scored 29 
points, and Harrison Barnes 
had 22 points and eight 
rebounds for the Warriors, 
who have lost two straight 
after a 5-0 start under new 
coach Steve Kerr. 
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Djokovic cruises, Berdych bounces back at Finals 



Czech Republic’s Tomas Berdych plays a return to Croatia's 
Marin Cilic, during their singles ATP World Tour tennis finals 
match at the 02 arena in London, Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2014. 

Associated Press 


SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
AP Sports Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Top- 
ranked Novak Djokovic 
withstood an early assault 
from Stan Wawrinka before 
crushing the third-seeded 
Swiss 6-3, 6-0 at the ATP 
Finals on Wednesday to 
close in on the year-end 
No. 1 spot. 

Djokovic will be guaran¬ 
teed to finish top of the 
rankings for the third time in 
four years if he wins his final 
round-robin match at the 
elite tournament against 
Tomas Berdych. 

Djokovic, who extended 
his unbeaten run indoor 
to 29 matches, now has 
two wins in Group, A while 
Berdych posted his first 
victory against debutant 
Marin Cilic. 

Wawrinka, who had domi¬ 
nated the Serb en route 
to his Australian Open tri¬ 
umph earlier this year, 
opened confidently, put¬ 
ting Djokovic on the defen¬ 
sive by dictating from the 


baseline. 

Helped by some superb 
backhands, he converted 
his third break point in a 
tight first game that lasted 
seven minutes, before then 
holding for a 2-0 lead after 
hitting an excellent cross¬ 
court pass. 

But Wawrinka’s momen¬ 
tum didn’t last long. While 
Djokovic stayed focused. 


his opponent’s game sud¬ 
denly went missing as the 
Serb won the next five 
games — a run that includ¬ 
ed 11 consecutive points. 
Wawrinka saved a set 
point in the eighth game 
with a good passing shot. 
But Djokovic never looked 
back after that, losing only 
seven points in the sec¬ 
ond set as Wawrinka was 


overwhelmed by the sheer 
pace of the two-time de¬ 
fending champion. 
Berdych, who lost his open¬ 
ing match to Wawrinka, re¬ 
covered to stay in conten¬ 
tion for a spot in the semi¬ 
finals by beating Cilic 6-3, 
6 - 1 . 

Following his straight-sets 
loss, the Czech looked bet¬ 
ter against Cilic, hitting with 
accuracy and serving well 
on the big points. 

“I was really trying to focus 
on my tennis and my game, 
trying to go point by point. I 
think today was more fight¬ 
ing and getting through. 
It’s good to have a win 
and it always counts,” said 
Berdych, who is competing 
at the season finale for the 
fifth time. 

Berdych has never won 
his opening match of 
the round-robin stage, 
and never lost his second 
match. 

“It’s not my first year. I have 
the experience of losing 
the first match in the past 


and I know how to come 
back. I think that was the 
biggest difference today," 
he said. 

Berdych broke twice in the 
first set as the U.S. Open 
champion — who is now 
0-2 — struggled with his 
serve. 

Cilic, who has beaten 
Berdych twice this year 
at Wimbledon and the 
U.S. Open, got off to the 
worst possible start as he 
dropped serve immediate¬ 
ly. The hard-hitting Croa¬ 
tian produced some good 
winners but was inconsis¬ 
tent throughout, failing to 
convert any of his six break 
points. 

In the second set, Cilic held 
to level at 1-1 but hardly 
fought as Berdych won 
five consecutive games 
to wrap up the match. 
Cilic, one of three debu¬ 
tants at the 02 Arena, was 
routed 6-1, 6-1 by Djokovic 
in his first match and has 
won only six games in two 
matches. □ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 





ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 



Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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NHL Capsules 
Rangers win 
5-0, end Pens’ 
run at 7 


The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Mats 
Zuccarello scored the first 
of New York’s three first-pe¬ 
riod goals and Henrik Lun- 
dqvist made 33 saves for 
his third shutout of the sea¬ 
son as the Rangers ended 
Pittsburgh's seven-game 
winning streak with a 5-0 
victory Tuesday night. 
Martin St. Louis and Kevin 
Klein added goals in the 
first, Derick Brassard had a 
power-play tally in the sec¬ 
ond, and Rick Nash — who 
had two assists — scored a 
short-handed goal in the 
third for the Rangers, who 
broke a two-game losing 
streak. 

Lundqvist earned his 53rd 
NHL shutout, extending his 
Rangers record. 

The Penguins (10-3-1), who 
complete a five-game trip 
Friday in Toronto, hadn’t al¬ 
lowed a power-play goal 
in 10 games, and their 
streak reached 39 kills be¬ 
fore Brassard’s goal. 
Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 
30 shots for Pittsburgh, 
which is 5-1-1 on the road. 
DEVILS 3, WILD 1 
NEWARK, New Jersey 
(AP) — Tuomo Ruutu and 
Mike Cammalleri scored 
second-period goals that 
helped New Jersey end a 


four-game skid with a win 
over Minnesota. 

Travis Zajac sealed the 
victory with a power-play 
score into an empty net 
in the closing seconds. 
Jaromir Jagr had two as¬ 
sists. 

Cory Schneider made 23 
saves in his 16th straight 
start. He is the only NHL 
goalie to start every game 
this season. 

Ryan Carter scored against 
his former team and Darcy 
Kuemper stopped 20 shots 
for the Wild, who lost their 
fourth straight. 

ISLANDERS 6, AVALANCHE 
0 

UNIONDALE, New York 
(AP) — Nick Leddy and An¬ 
ders Lee scored early, and 
Jaroslav Halak stopped 20 
shots for his second straight 
shutout as New York beat 
Colorado to win its fourth 
straight. 

Travis Hamonic, Nikolay 
Kulemin, Casey Cizikas and 
Ryan Strome also scored to 
help the Islanders get their 
first home victory since Oct. 
25. New York extended its 
shutout streak to 181 min¬ 
utes, 11 seconds, and has 
allowed just three goals in 
its last four game. 

Leddy opened the scoring 
at 1:33 on a shot from the 



Pittsburgh Penguins' Blake Comeau (17) falls over New York Rangers' John Moore (17) during the 
first period of an NHL hockey game Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2014, in New York. 

Associated Press 


left point, and Lee added 
a power-play goal at 5:21 
from in close for his second 
of the season. 

Avalanche goalie Semyon 
Varlamov made 40 saves. 
CAPITALS 4, BLUE JACKETS 2 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Alex 
Ovechkin and Marcus Jo¬ 
hansson each scored two 
goals as Washington ex¬ 
tended Columbus’ losing 
streak to nine games. 
Braden Holtby stopped 24 
shots, and Nicklas Back- 
strom and Andre Bura¬ 
kovsky had two assists 
apiece to help the Capitals 
win their third straight. 

Cam Atkinson and David 
Savard scored for the injury- 
plagued Blue Jackets, who 
are 0-8-1 since Oct. 23. The 
nine-game skid equals the 
longest in franchise history; 
Columbus went 0-7-2 from 
Dec. 10-26, 2009. 

The Blue Jackets played 


a seventh straight game 
without top goalie Sergei 
Bobrovsky, who has a bro¬ 
ken finger. Curtis McElhin- 
ney started in his place and 
fell to 0-5-1. 

BLUES 6, SABRES 1 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Jori Lehtera 
scored a natural hat trick 
for St. Louis with the game's 
first three goals, and Brian 
Elliott stayed unbeaten in 
his career against punch¬ 
less Buffalo. 

Joakim Lindstrom had two 
goals and David Backes 
also scored for the Blues. 
Jaden Schwartz assisted on 
all of Lehtera's goals, and 
Vladimir Tarasenko had as¬ 
sists on the first two. St. Lou¬ 
is’ top line has combined 
for 25 points in the last six 
games. 

Alexander Steen also had 
three assists and Kevin 
Shattenkirk added two. 
Tyler Ennis scored his team¬ 


leading fifth goal early in 
the third period for the Sa¬ 
bres, held to no more than 
one goal for the 11th time 
in 16 games. Buffalo has 
totaled three goals in three 
losses to St. Louis the last 
two seasons, all by Ennis. 
Elliott fininshed with 28 
saves to improve to 11-0-2 
against Buffalo. The Sabres 
have scored an NHL-low 19 
goals. 

PANTHERS 4, SHARKS 1 
SUNRISE, Florida (AP) — 
Aleksander Barkov scored 
and Roberto Luongo made 
21 saves as Florida beat 
San Jose to snap a three- 
game slide. 

Tomas Fleischmann, Derek 
MacKenzie and Jimmy 
Hayes also scored for the 
Panthers, who have won six 
of seven against the Sharks. 
Joe Thornton had San Jo¬ 
se’s goal. Antti Niemi made 
26 saves. 


Lydia Ko, 17, wins LPGA 
Tour rookie of the year 


DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (AP) 

— Lydia Ko has become 
the youngest player to win 
the LPGA Tour’s rookie of 
the year award. 

The 17-year-old Ko 
clinched the points-based 
award with three tourna¬ 
ments remaining on the 
LPGA Tour schedule. She 


already has two victories, 
two runner-up finishes and 
nine other finishes in the 
top 10. 

Laura Baugh was 18 when 
she won the LPGA Tour 
rookie of the year in 1973. 
Ko is No. 3 in the world rank¬ 
ing and No. 4 on the LPGA 
Tour money list with just 


over $1.5 million going into 
the Lorena Ochoa Invita¬ 
tional this week in Mexico. 
She’s third in the Race to 
the CME Globe, which cul¬ 
minates next week in Flori¬ 
da with $1 million going to 
the winner. 

Ko, of New Zealand, was 
born in Seoul, South Korea. 





This is an Aug. 20, 2014, file photo showing Lydia Ko answering 
questions at the Canadian Pacific Women’s Open golf tourna¬ 
ment in London, Ontario. 


Associated Press 
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Showalter, Williams voted MLB Managers of the Year 



ABOVE: In this June 22, 2014, file photo, Baltimore Orioles man¬ 
ager Buck Showalter waves to the crowd during introductions 
for the Yankees’ Old Timers’ Day at Yankee Stadium in New 
York. BELOW: 

In this June 21, 2014, file photo, Washington Nationals manager 
Matt Williams walks in the dugout in Washington. 

Associated Press 



NEW YORK (AP) — Balti¬ 
more's Buck Showalter was 
voted American League 
Manager of the Year for 
the third time on Tuesday, 
and Washington’s Matt 
Williams won the National 
League honor following his 
first season as a big league 
skipper. 

Showalter received 25 of 
30 first-place votes and 132 
points in balloting by the 
Baseball Writers’ Associa¬ 
tion of America. He kept 
up his pattern of winning 
the award once a decade 
following victories with the 
New York Yankees in 1994 
and Texas in 2004. 

“I won’t be doing it 10 
years from now,” Showal¬ 
ter said on the MLB Net¬ 
work telecast. 

The Los Angeles Angels’ 
Mike Scioscia was second 
with four firsts and 61 points, 
and Kansas City’s Ned Yost 
third with 41 points. Seat¬ 
tle’s Lloyd McClendon fol¬ 
lowed with 29 points. 
Showalter guided the Ori¬ 
oles to a 96-66 record and 
their first AL East title since 
1997. Voting took place 
before the playoffs, where 
Baltimore swept Detroit in 
the Division Series and then 
was swept by Kansas City 
in the AL Championship 
Series. 

Until the ALCS, the Ori¬ 
oles had not lost four in a 


row since May and had 
not dropped consecutive 
home games since June 
28-29. 

Showalter became the 


third Orioles winner, fol¬ 
lowing Frank Robinson in 
1989 and Davey Johnson 
in 1997. 

“It's such a great reflec¬ 


tion on our organization,” 
Showalter said. “It’s pretty 
humbling.” 

Williams, who played un¬ 
der Showalter in Arizona 
from 1998-00, guided the 
Nationals to an NL-best 96 
wins. He joined Houston’s 
Hal Lanier (1986), San Fran¬ 
cisco’s Dusty Baker (1993) 
and Florida’s Joe Girardi 
(2006) as the only men to 
win for their first seasons as 
big league manager. 
Williams got 18 first-place 
votes and 109 points. Pitts¬ 
burgh's Clint Hurdle, who 
earned the NL honor last 
year, was second with 
eight first-place votes and 
80 points. 

Bruce Bochy of the World 
Series champion San Fran¬ 
cisco Giants was third with 
three firsts and 30 points. 
Miami’s Mike Redmond 
also got a first-place vote 
and finished fifth, behind St. 
Louis’ Mike Matheny. 

A hard-nosed player and 
five-time All-Star over 17 
seasons, 

Williams was coaching third 
base for the Arizona when 
he was hired by Washing¬ 
ton. 

Now he is the franchise's 
fourth winner, joining John¬ 
son (2012) and Montreal’s 
Buck Rodgers (1987) and 
Felipe Alou (1994). 

“Not having the experi¬ 
ence of being there be¬ 


fore, but you can rely on 
folks,” he said. 

Williams credited his play¬ 
ers for the award, saying, 
“These guys made my tran¬ 
sition easy.” 

The Nationals had hoped 
to contend for the Series 
title in 2013 under John¬ 
son and came into this 
season with high expecta¬ 
tions. Some predicted they 
would take the crown — 
that can often dampen a 
manager's chances of win¬ 
ning this award. 

Williams stressed funda¬ 
mentals from the start of 
spring training, 
and worked on creative 
defensive alignments. His 
biggest stamp might've 
come in late April when he 
benched young star Bryce 
Harper in the middle of a 
game for failing to run out 
a grounder. 

The 48-year-old Williams 
kept the Nationals on track 
despite injuries to Doug 
Fister, Ryan Zimmerman 
and several other stars, 
and Washington won the 
NL East by a whopping 17 
games, the biggest margin 
in the majors. 

“It’s a great moment for 
the guys," he said. “It takes 
a village.” 

The Nationals lost to the Gi¬ 
ants in four games in the NL 
Division Series. □ 


MLB All-Stars 

Continued from Page 17 


“They made me throw a 
few more pitches than I 
wanted in the first inning, 
but I got my rhythm after 
that." 

Robinson Cano singled in 
the first and Dexter Fowler 
doubled in the fifth. 

Japan went ahead in 
the second when Seiichi 
Uchikawa singled off loser 
Matt Shoemaker leading 
off, advanced on Hayato 
Sakamoto's double and 
scored on Nobuhiro Mat- 
suda’s sacrifice fly. 
Sakamoto singled start¬ 
ing off the fourth, and 
Matsuda grounded into a 
forceout and stole second. 
Tetsuto Yamada followed 
with an RBI single. 
Shoemaker, the Los Ange¬ 


les Angels pitcher who fin¬ 
ished second fo Chicago 
first baseman Jose Abreu in 
AL Rookie of the Year vot¬ 
ing, allowed both runs and 
six hits in five innings, struck 
out five and walked one. 

“It was very good pitching 
on their part tonight,” said 
Boston’s John Farrell, the 
MLB manager. “We got an 
opportunity in the first with 
a couple of men on, but 
Maeda really settled in and 
pitched effectively with an 
assortment of pitches for 
strikes.” 

Shohei Otani retired the 
side in order in the eighth. 
The 20-year-old right-hand¬ 
er is scheduled to pitch 
Game 5 before his home 
fans at Sapporo Dome. 

“To see a guy at his age 
throw nearly 100 mph is 
impressive,” Farrell said. 
“In one inning of work if 


seemed like he had a lot of 
poise. He has a long, loose 
body with tremendous arm 
speed." 

Yuji Nishino pitched the 
ninth for the save, giving 
up a one-out single to Evan 
Longoria before Justin Mor- 
neau lined out to Yamada, 
who stepped on first for a 
game-ending double play. 
The series, which includes 
games at Tokyo Dome and 
Cellular Stadium in Oki¬ 
nawa, marks the first MLB 
All-Star tour of Japan since 
2006. The All-Sfars beat a 
Japan split-squad team 
8-7 in a warmup game 
TuesdayO 

Japan’s starter Kenta Maeda goes back to the dugout after inducing Major League All-Stars' Rob¬ 
inson Cano, left, to ground out to him in the third inning of Game One of their baseball exhibition 
game in Osaka, western Japan, Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2014. Maeda pitched five scoreless innings 
to help Japan beat the MLB All-Stars 2-0. 



Associated Press 
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YouTube adds subscription service to music mix 
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This product image provided by Google shows a new tab devoted exclusively to music on the 
YouTube website. 

Associated Press 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Google is remixing the mu¬ 
sic on its YouTube video 
site with the addition of 
an ad-free subscription 
service and a new format 
designed to make it easier 
to find millions of songs that 
can still be played for free. 
The overhaul announced 
Wednesday includes 
“Music Key,” a subscrip¬ 
tion service that has been 
speculated about for 
months while Google Inc. 
wrangled over the licens¬ 
ing terms with recording 
labels. 

YouTube also is unveiling 
a new tab devoted exclu¬ 
sively to music on its mo¬ 
bile apps and website. This 
option is meant to make it 
easier for the video site’s 1 
billion users to find specific 
songs and entire albums, 
even if they aren't sub¬ 
scribers. 

Music Key initially will be 
offered on an invitation- 
only basis in the U.S., United 
Kingdom, Spain, Portugal, 
Italy, Ireland and Finland. 
The first batch of offers will 
be sent out next week to 
YouTube viewers with a his¬ 
tory of watching a lot of 
music clips. Anyone inter¬ 
ested in an invitation can 
request one at http://You- 
Tube.com/MusicKey. 

After a free six-month tri¬ 
al period. Music Key will 
temporarily charge $8 per 
month before escalating 
to its standard price of $10 
per month. That’s compa- 


fcO * 


rable to other digital music 
subscription services sold 
by Spotify, Apple Inc.’s 
Beats and Google’s own 
18-month-old streaming 
service tied to its Android 
“Play” store. Music Key sub¬ 
scribers will also be able to 
stream through the Google 
Play service at no addition¬ 
al charge. 

Besides removing all ads. 
Music Key also will give its 
subscribers two other perks: 
the ability to continue play¬ 
ing songs on mobile de¬ 
vices when its app is closed 
and the option to down¬ 
load tracks so they can be 
played without an Internet 
connection. 

The offline music can only 
be played in Music Key's 
mobile app. 

The subscription service is 
part of Google’s effort to 


mine more revenue from 
YouTube as the video site 
approaches the 10th an¬ 
niversary of its inception. 
Google bought YouTube 
for $1.76 billion in 2006, a 
price that some analysts 
questioned at the time of 
the deal because the ser¬ 
vice barely had any rev¬ 
enue and was drowning 
in copyright complaints 
about pirated clips of mu¬ 
sic videos, television shows 
and movies. 

After Google took over, 
YouTube set up a more 
stringent system for block¬ 
ing pirated content to ease 
the copyright owners. Re¬ 
cording labels now use the 
video site to help promote 
new songs and artists. 

The ads running within 
those music clips have gen¬ 
erated more than $1 billion 


for the performers and re¬ 
cording labels, according 
to Google. 

YouTube is expected to 
sell $7.2 billion in advertis¬ 
ing this year, based on es¬ 
timates from the research 
firm eMarketer. Google has 
never disclosed how much 
revenue flows through You¬ 
Tube. 

Music Key will be doing well 
if it attracts enough sub¬ 
scribers to generate $500 
million in revenue after its 
first year in business, said 
Mark Mulligan, a longtime 
industry analyst with Midia 
Research. 

Most music subscription ser¬ 
vices own the rights to the 
same catalogues, making 
their ability to learn listen¬ 
ers' preference to create 
appealing playlists par¬ 
ticularly important. Music 


Key, though, will offer the 
unique distinction of being 
able to show artists perform 
songs in addition to the au¬ 
dio recordings. 

Mulligan thinks that differ¬ 
ence could help lure lis¬ 
teners away from Spotify, 
which says it has about 50 
million users, including 12.5 
million subscribers. 
YouTube’s redesigned li¬ 
brary of free music could 
do even more damage 
to Spotify and other ser¬ 
vices, such as video site 
Vevo, where people flock 
to check out songs at no 
cost. Expanding the audi¬ 
ence that listens to free 
music also would be prof¬ 
itable for Google because 
that would yield more op¬ 
portunities to show ads 
— the main way that the 
Mountain View, California, 
company makes its money 
anyway. 

“A cynic might say that 
Google is only doing this 
subscription service on 
YouTube so it would get 
the rights to do what it al¬ 
ways wanted to do with 
the free service,” Mulligan 
said. 

Google's main goal “is to 
make the music experi¬ 
ence better on YouTube," 
said Christophe Muller, 
who oversees the compa¬ 
ny's music partnerships. 

The world's three largest 
music labels — Universal, 
Sony and Warner — all 
have reached licensing 
deals with YouTube as part 
of the new subscription ser¬ 
vices. □ 


Microsoft drops Nokia name with newest Lumia phone 


NEW YORK (AP) — Microsoft 
has unveiled a cheaper 
smartphone, costing about 
110 euros ($135), as it eyes 
emerging and other low- 
cost markets for growth. 
The new model is the first 
Lumia smartphone under 
Microsoft's own brand 
name. The company has 
released a few Lumia mod¬ 
els since it bought Nokia's 
phone business this year, 
but those models still car¬ 
ried the Nokia brand. 

The Lumia 535 Windows 
smartphone will have a 
5-inch screen, as measured 
diagonally. It comes with 


5-megapixel front and rear 
cameras, which should 
snap sharper selfies than 
typical smartphones. 
Microsoft is trying to ex¬ 
pand its small market share 
worldwide with cheaper 
devices. To do that, it has 
cut manufacturing costs. 
For instance, camera 
and control buttons on 
many models can now be 
tapped on the screen rath¬ 
er than being physical but¬ 
tons on the frame. 

Despite the low cost, Mi¬ 
crosoft said the new phone 
will offer fhe same Micro¬ 
soft services that high-end 



This product image provided by Microsoft shows the Lumia 535 
smartphone. 

Associated Press 


phones do. That includes 
Skype video calls, Office 
apps and the virtual assis¬ 
tant Cortana. 

As is common with phones 
for emerging markets, Mi¬ 
crosoft is making a version 
with slots for two SIM cards 
so that people can switch 
between service providers 
more easily. In such mar¬ 
kets, rates vary so much 
that many people have 
multiple accounts to take 
advantage of the best 
deals. The Lumia 535 is ex¬ 
pected to go on sale this 
month. Microsoft didn’t an¬ 
nounce any U.S. plans.Q 
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Wall Street edges lower after 5 record highs 


MATTHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Big banks 
weighed on the stock mar¬ 
ket Wednesday, tugging 
major indexes back from 
record highs. 

Regulators from the U.S., 
Switzerland and the U.K. 
fined five major banks a to¬ 
tal of $3.4 billion for conspir¬ 
ing to manipulate foreign- 
currency trading. The news 
drove down bank stocks 


in Europe and U.S. JPMor- 
gan Chase fell more than 
1 percent, the biggest drop 
in the Dow Jones industrial 
average. 

“The fines from the watch¬ 
dogs took some of the wind 
out of the market,” said 
Peter Cardillo, chief mar¬ 
ket economist at Rockwell 
Global Capital Manage¬ 


ment. But a slight dip fol¬ 
lowing five days of record 
highs “is actually healthy,” 
he said. “That's the sign of 
a good bull market. Go¬ 
ing straight up every day 
would be reckless." 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index slipped 1.43 point, a 
sliver of a percent, to end 
at 2,038.25. 

The Dow lost 2.70 points to 
17,612.20, while the Nas¬ 
daq composite rose 14.58 


points, or 0.3 percent, to 
4,675.13. 

On Tuesday, the S&P 500 
closed at a record high for 
the fifth straight day. 

Major markets in Europe 
closed with bigger losses. 
France’s CAC 40 dropped 
1.5 percent, while Germa¬ 
ny’s DAX lost 1.7 percent. 
Britain's FTSE 100 sank 0.2 


percent. Back in the U.S., 
J.M. Smucker dropped 4 
percent, the worst loss in 
the S&P 500. The maker 
of Jit peanut butter, fruit 
jams, and other products 
trimmed its full-year profit 
forecast, saying higher pric¬ 
es for Folgers coffee have 
hurt sales. J.M. Smucker's 
stock fell $3.70 to $100.38. 
Susquehanna Bancshares 
soared 33 percent on 
news that the commercial 


bank BB&T agreed to buy 
Susquehanna for roughly 
$2.5 billion. The deal, which 
still needs approval from 
shareholders and regula¬ 
tors, would give BB&T a 
wide reach across Pennsyl¬ 
vania and the Mid-Atlantic 
states. Susquehanna Bane- 
shares jumped $3.22 to 
$13.12. BB&T fell 66 cents, or 


2 percent, to $37.67. 

In a week light on major 
economic reports, inves¬ 
tors were looking ahead to 
the government's monthly 
look on retail sales, due out 
Friday. Wall Street's econ¬ 
omists expect the Com¬ 
merce Department to say 
sales inched up 0.2 percent 
last month. Sales fell in Sep¬ 
tember. 

Sam Stovall, chief equity 
strategist at S&P Capital 
IQ, said that the upcoming 
report could reveal some 
of the benefits from lower 
gasoline prices. Over fhe 
past month, the national 
average has dropped 29 
cents to $2.92 a gallon, the 
lowest price in four years, 
according to the Ameri¬ 
can Automobile Associa¬ 
tion. As a result, money that 
would have been spent on 
filling up the gas tank can 
be used to fill up shopping 
bags, righf in fime for fhe 
holiday shopping season. 
China’s Shanghai Compos¬ 
ite Index gained 1 percent 
after Hong Kong scrapped 
a daily limit on how much 
yuan residents can buy. 
Japan's benchmark Nikkei 
225 touched a seven-year 
high and closed with a 
gain of 0.4 percent. 

Prices for U.S. government 
bonds barely budged, with 
the yield on the 10-year 
Treasury note holding tight 
at 2.36 percent. The bond 
market was closed Tuesday 
for Veterans Day. 

In the commodity markets, 
the price of gold lost $3.90 
to settle at $1,159.10 an 
ounce. Silver slid 6 cents 
to $15.62 an ounce while 
copper ended unchanged 
at $3.03 a pound. 



Trader Robert Moran, foreground center, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. Big 
banks weighed on the stock market Wednesday, tugging major indexes back from record highs. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


BB&T expanding with Susquehanna buy 


NEW YORK (AP) — BB&T, a 
commercial bank based 
in North Carolina, is buying 
Susquehanna Bancshares 
in a deal that will broaden 
the bank’s reach into the 
Mid-Atlantic region. 

News of the deal, which is 
worth $2.5 billion in cash and 
stock, sent Susquehanna’s 
stock price soaring. Based 
on Susquehanna’s closing 
price Tuesday, BB&T is 
paying a 39 percent 
premium. 


Shares of Susquehanna, 
which is based in Lifitz, 
Pennsylvania, jumped 33 
percent to $13.15. BB&T’s 
shares fell 2 percent to 
$37.55. 

BB&T has been expanding 
recently, and the deal 
announced Wednesday 
is one of the largest deals 
in the banking sector 
since the financial crisis. 
Susquehanna has assets of 
approximately $18.6 billion, 
compared with $187 billion 


for BB&T. 

The bank will create three 
new banking regions that 
oversee markets in New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania, 
while the Baltimore region 
will be brought into the 
areas Susquehanna 

operates. 

Susquehanna executives 
will run those regions and 
the bank’s Chairman and 
CEO, William Reuter, will 
take a seat on BB&T’s 
board. 


Susquehanna has 245 
locations in Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, New Jersey, and 
West Virginia. 

BB&T will take a pre-tax 
merger and integration 
charge of $250 million, 
but expects $160 million in 
annual savings. 

The deal has been 
approved by the boards 
of both companies, but 
still requires a nod from 
Susquehanna shareholders 
and regulators. 



Global banks 
fined billions for 
rigging market 

DANICA KIRKA 
MARCY GORDON 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Traders 
with nicknames like the 
“Three Musketeers” and 
the “A-Team” plotted over 
Internet chat rooms to ma¬ 
nipulate currency markets 
for years, profiting at the 
expense of clients — and 
then congratulating them¬ 
selves for fheir brilliance 
— regulators said Wednes¬ 
day, as they fined five 
banks $3.4 billion. 

Using profanity-laced ban¬ 
ter, the traders coordinat¬ 
ed their financial positions 
in the multi-trillion dollar 
currency market, securing 
profits for those inside their 
circles. “YESsssssssssss,” one 
of them wrote in a chat 
message. “Yeah baby” 
and “nice work gents....I 
don my hat,” wrote others, 
according to documents 
of their exchanges. 
Citibank, JPMorgan 

Chase, Royal Bank of Scot¬ 
land, HSBC Bank and UBS 
agreed to settlements to¬ 
taling almost $3.4 billion 
with the U.S. Commodity 
Futures Trading Commis¬ 
sion, U.K. Financial Con¬ 
duct Authority and Swiss Fi¬ 
nancial Market Supervisory 
Authority. The British regu¬ 
lator said Barclays remains 
under investigation. 
“Today’s record fines mark 
the gravity of the failings 
we found, and firms need 
to take responsibility for 
putting it right," said Mar¬ 
tin Wheatley, chief execu¬ 
tive of the FCA. “They must 
make sure their traders do 
not game the system to 
boost profits.” 

Meanwhile, a U.S. Trea¬ 
sury Department agency 
announced it was fining 
three of the biggest U.S. 
banks — JPMorgan Chase 
& Co., Bank of America 
Corp. and Cifigroup Inc. — 
a total $950 million for fail¬ 
ing fo prevent misconduct 
in their foreign exchange 
trading operations. 

Some $5.3 trillion changes 
hands every day on the 
global foreign exchange 
market, with 40 percent 
of trades occurring in Lon¬ 
don. 
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China’s online holiday sets record $9.3B sales 


DIDI TANG 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — China’s 
largest Internet retailer rang 
up more than $9 billion dur¬ 
ing the country’s biggest 
online shopping holiday, 
smashing last year's figure 
to set a record for a single 
day of sales. 

Analysts said the “Singles 
Day” figures from e-com¬ 
merce giant Alibaba show 
a continuing shift to online 
shopping over brick-and- 
mortar stores at a time of 
slowing economic growth 
in China. 


Singles Day was invented 
by Chinese college stu¬ 
dents in the 1990s as an 
anti-Valentine’s Day when 
people could buy some¬ 
thing for themselves. It was 
set for Nov. 11 because of 
the date's four “ones." 

But Hangzhou-based Aliba¬ 
ba Group, which is known 
for its retail sites Taobao 
and Tmall.com, turned it 
into a day of online shop¬ 
ping for all with bargain 
deals. Other Chinese online 
retailers also have followed 
suit. 

The record sales this year 


are “more indicative of 
changes in consumer hab¬ 
its rather than a bellwether 
of China’s overall econo¬ 
my,” said Derek Xin, a Bei¬ 
jing-based retail analyst at 
Hisend Research. 

China’s economy, the 
world’s second largest, 
grew 7.3 percent last quar¬ 
ter, the slowest pace in five 
years. 

In 2012, Alibaba posted 
sales totaling $3 billion on 
the Singles Day, surpassing 
Cyber Monday in the Unit¬ 
ed States. Last year’s total 
was $5.71 billion. 


Alibaba Group announced 
this year's record sales of 
57.1 billion yuan ($9.32 bil¬ 
lion) for Tuesday shortly af¬ 
ter midnight. During Singles 
Day, a giant screen at the 
company’s headquarters 
shows the sales figures up¬ 
dating in real time. 
Including other online re¬ 
tailers such as JD.com, total 
sales Tuesday were an esti¬ 
mated 67 billion yuan, said 
Jiang Jianlin, senior market 
analyst at IDC China. 

He said the Internet has 
been a particular draw 
for the spending power of 


people in China’s second- 
and third-tier cities that 
aren’t well serviced by tra¬ 
ditional retailers. 

Online shopping has kept 
retail sales robust despite 
the slowdown in the coun¬ 
try's economy, said Liu Yu- 
anchun, professor of eco¬ 
nomics af Renmin University 
in Beijing. 

“It has changed the com¬ 
mercial ecology and dras¬ 
tically lowered costs,” Liu 
said. “Online shopping will 
continue to grow at fast 
speeds and could boost 
China’s future economy.”0 


Macy’s cuts outlook in sign of discounts to come 



With the Empire State building in the background, the Macy’s logo is illuminated on the front of the 
department store in New York. Macy's reported quarterly financial results on Wednesday, Nov. 
12, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 


A. D’INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Macy’s 
cut its profit outlook after 
a sales shortfall in its latest 
quarter, suggesting that 
shoppers can expect an¬ 
other discount-laden holi¬ 
day shopping season. 

Still, the department store’s 
third-quarter earnings beat 
Wall Street's estimate, and 
shares rose. 

Macy’s, a standout among 
its peers throughout the 
economic recovery, is the 
first of the major retailers 
to report third-quarter re¬ 
sults. How much shoppers 
spent during the period, 
which runs from August 
through October, hints at 
how much they'll be buy¬ 
ing during the upcoming 
holiday shopping season. 
While gas prices are low 
and unemployment has 
dropped, retailers are still 
contending with shoppers’ 


stagnant wages. And con¬ 
sumers are spending mon¬ 
ey on health care, gadgets 
and cars instead of fashion. 


Several chains, including 
J.C. Penney and Kohl’s, 
have caufioned fhaf fall 
sales were weaker fhan 


they expected. Those com¬ 
panies plus Wal-Mart and 
Target are reporting results 
this week and next. 


“We have found that we 
are not immune to the 
weaker-than-anticipated 
consumer spending," Kar¬ 
en Hoguet, Macy’s chief 
financial officer, told ana¬ 
lysts during a conference 
call Wednesday. 

Buf Hoguet said Macy’s 
remains optimistic about 
what it can control, from 
pushing trendy merchan¬ 
dise to offering new shop¬ 
ping apps. 

“If may be an understate¬ 
ment to say that we have 
our accelerator pedal 
pushed to the floor this holi¬ 
day season,” Hoguet said. 
Macy’s, which operates 
upscale Bloomingdale’s, 
has benefited from its focus 
on tailoring merchandise 
to local markets. It's also 
trying to create a more 
seamless experience for 
shoppers who are going 
back and forth from stores 
to websitesQ 


Yahoo buys digital ad service BrightRoll for $640M 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Yahoo is buying digital 
video advertising service 
BrightRoll for $640 million 
in the Internet company’s 
latest attempt to boost its 
revenue after years filled 
mostly with financial futility. 
The acquisition announced 
this week marks Yahoo’s 
first major purchase since 
reaping a $9.4 billion wind¬ 
fall in September by selling 
part of its stake in a rapidly 
rising Internet star, Chinese 
e-commerce service Aliba¬ 


ba Group Holding Ltd. 
Yahoo Inc. has promised 
to distribute at least half of 
the $6.3 billion in after-tax 
proceeds from the Alibaba 
stake sale to its sharehold¬ 
ers. That gives CEO Ma- 
rissa Mayer the option of 
spending fhe resf on acqui¬ 
sitions that could enable 
the Sunnyvale, California, 
company to recover some 
of the ground that it has 
lost to rivals Google Inc. 
and Facebook Inc. in the 
booming online ad market. 
BrightRoll, based in San 
Francisco, helps to auto¬ 


matically place ads in vid¬ 
eos displayed on personal 
computers and mobile 
devices. Since its founding 
in 2006, it has built relation¬ 
ships with most of the big¬ 
gest advertisers in the U.S., 
helping the service gener¬ 
ate more than $100 million 
in annual revenue, accord¬ 
ing to Yahoo. 

That makes the BrightRoll 
deal look quite different 
from the only larger ac¬ 
quisition that Yahoo has 
made since hiring Mayer as 
its CEO in July 2012. Mayer 
bought online blogging ser¬ 


vice Tumblr for $1.1 billion 
last year, even though that 
New York company hadn’t 
yet proven it could make 
money. 

In contrast, BrightRoll al¬ 
ready is profitable, accord¬ 
ing to Yahoo. Meanwhile, 
Tumblr isn't expected to 
bring in $100 million in an¬ 
nual revenue until next 
year, at the earliest. 
“Acquiring BrightRoll will 
dramatically strengthen 
Yahoo’s video advertising 
platform,” Mayer predict¬ 
ed in a Tuesday blog post. 
Investors didn't seem to be 


as enthusiastic about the 
deal. Yahoo’s stock dipped 

3 cents to $49.02 in extend¬ 
ed trading. 

If Mayer is right, BrightRoll 
could help Yahoo reverse 
a long-running decline in 
display advertising — a 
category consisting of 
video pitches and other 
marketing with a visual el¬ 
ement. Through the first 
nine months of this year, 
Yahoo’s display advertis¬ 
ing revenue had declined 

4 percent from last year to 
$1.2 billion after subtracting 
commissions.O 
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Mutts 



6 Chix 



I'VE NEVER SEEN ANYTHING PUT 



Mother Goose & Grimm 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 11 /13 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Hooting birds 

5 Movie award 

10 _ up; provide 
with support 

14 Deed of 
derring-do 

15 Cheek paint 

16 _ off; galloped 
away 

17 Impartial 

18 Little misses 

19 Primates 

20 Opposite of 
departure 

22 Most uncanny 

24 Barbie’s beau 

25 Liver spreads 

26 Valuable thing 

29 Traffic tie-up 

30 Goatee, for one 

34 Incisions 

35 “I’ve _ it!”; cry 
of frustration 

36 Bother 

37 Spoil 

38 Aware; heedful 

40 Maria” 

41 Steers clear of 

43 Hit a tennis ball 
in a high arc 

44 “Break _!”; 
well-wisher’s 
cry to an actor 

45 Sutured 

46 Peg for Palmer 

47 Wallet items 

48 Loses color 

50 Armed conflict 

51 Not as large 

54 Adenoids’ 

neighbor 

58 Etna’s output 

59 Passion 

61 Hula _; 1950s 
twirling toy 

62 Way out 

63 Lends 

64 “_ boy!”; new 
parents’ cry 

65 Broad 

66 Rendezvous 

67 _ out; faint 

DOWN 

1 As easy as 
falling _ log 

2 _ away; erode 


3 Lion’s den 

4 Pitcher’s 
delights 

5 Keyboard 
instrument 

6 Make dirty 

7 Mongrel 

8 Sparkling 

9 Adjust an alarm 

10 Gives kudos to 

11 Part of a pulley 

12 Lofty poems 

13 Nuisance 

21 Nov. honoree 
23 Nonconformist 

25 Canoe oars 

26 High points 

27 Sophisticated 

28 “Turkey in the 

29 Dec.’s follower 

31 _ costs; by 
any means 
necessary 

32 _. in; enjoy 

33 Sediment; last 
remaining part 

35 _ and hers 

36 Tavern 


38 Military award 

39 Enemy 

42 Let the air out 
of 

44 Blimp 

46 Extreme fear 

47 Embargo 
49 Passed out 

cards 


50 Most awful 

51 Killed 

52 Calf-length skirt 

53 Gung ho 

54 Heavy weights 

55 Smidgen 

56 Bereavement 

57 Hot tubs 

60 Dennis or Doris 
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Energy Dept: Gas to average under $3 in 2015 

■ 


JONATHAN FAHEY 
AP Energy Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The av¬ 
erage price of gasoline will 
be below $3 a gallon in 
2015, the Energy Depart¬ 
ment predicted Wednes¬ 
day. If the sharply lower es¬ 
timate holds true, U.S. con¬ 
sumers will save $61 billion 
on gas compared with this 
year. Economists say lower 
gasoline prices act like a 
tax cut, leaving more mon¬ 
ey for consumers to spend 
on other things. Consumer 
spending is 70 percent of 
the U.S. economy. 

The department's Energy 
Information Administration 
predicted in its most recent 
short-term energy outlook 
that drivers will pay $2.94 
per gallon on average in 
2015, 45 cents lower than 
this year. 

Based on expected gaso¬ 
line consumption, that's a 
savings of $60.9 billion. 
Drivers are now paying 
$2.92 per gallon on aver¬ 
age across the nation, ac¬ 
cording to AAA, but late 
fall is often when the price 
of gas hits its low for the 
year. The EIA is now saying 
that these prices aren't just 
a low point, but instead will 
be the norm next year. 

The national average has 
fallen for 48 straight days 
and is at its lowest point 
since December of 2010. 
That was also the last full 
year when the average 
came in below $3 a gallon. 
EIA administrator Adam 
Sieminski attributed the 
lower pump prices to lower 


ANTIQUESHOPS 
ROCOCO PLAZA 
Tanki Leendert 
Road 4 a ph 7415640 
Bubble Wrap & 
European Antiques 
Open Daily from 
9-1 pm 3pm-5pm 
Saturday only 9-1 
antiquesaruba.com 


CONTSTRUCTION 
SAND & STONES 
GREENLINE H.E. 
Tanki Leendert 
Ph. 741-5640 

Special offer 
Afl. 35.- p/yard 

Open from 9-1 2-5 

See us on facebook 



Gas station prices are posted for passing motorists in Augusta, 
Ga. The Energy Department’s Energy Information Administra¬ 
tion predicts in its most recent short-term energy outlook, re¬ 
leased Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2014, that drivers will pay $2.94 
per gallon on average in 2015, 45 cents lower than this year. 

(AP Photo/David Goldman) 
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TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE (one bedroom) 
Week room price 
23 343 $4200 

27 103 $3750 

30 515 $4600 

29 134 $3750 

42 103 $600 

15 327 $6500 

37/38 548 $5750 

19 547 $5000 

LA CABANA 

Week 47 room 237B $1,500 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

Week 29 room 129,2 bedroom 
$5,500 

Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 


prices for crude oil and 
weak fuel demand. The 
EIA lowered its forecast for 


global crude oil for next 
year by $18 a barrel to 
$83.Q 



Esmeralda 17 

4 bedrooms with pool 
and apartment. 

This lovely home in North 
has a spacious lay out, 
an U shape property with 
a swimming pool in the 
middle.Total construction 
305m 2 plus wooden deck 
of 21 m 2 , on 605m 2 land. 
With luxury kitchen with 
built-ins, carport, alarm 
system and storage area. 


Grtu^. 

Aruba Real Estate 

Independently Owned and Operated 



mi 


US$549. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 


TwDAY 


B#[\PIA 


How to r>#€ich us! 



202887 


TIMESHARE 
FOR SALE/RENT 
Casa del Mar 

week 29, one bedroom, unit 
1326, July 18th, rent: $725, 
sell:$2300 (+MF) 

La Cabana week 49, 

one bedroom, ground floor, unit 

105C Dec 5th, rent:$725, sell: 

$2950 (+MF) 

call 565-9394 till Nov 15 

e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 

US 508 651 0016 

_ 202894 

TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
Paradise Villas 

week 19, one bedroom, unit 
104, May 9th, sell: $1500 (+MF) 
Paradise Villas 
week 26, room 322, June 27th, 
sell:$1500 (+MF) 

Paradise Villas 

week 32, room 310, Aug 8th, 

sell: $1800 (+MF) 

call 565-9394 till Nov 15 

e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 

US 508 651 0016 

202894 

TIMESHARE 
FOR SALE/RENT 
Florida Ocean Front Golf 
Coast Blvd/ St. Pete’s Arena/ 
studio/ excellent location! 
week 3 & 4 (Jan 17-30) rent 
$550 each, sell:$900 each 
call 565-9394 till Nov 15 
e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 
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DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 




Dr. Thuis 


EMERGENCIA 

911 


POLIS 

POLIS 

ORANJESTAD 
NOORD 
STA. CRUZ 
SAVANETA 
SAN NICOLAS 
FIRE DEPT. 
FIRE DEPT. 
POLIS TIPLINE 
HOSPITAL 
AMBULANCE 
SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 


100 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 
115 

582-1108 

11141 

527-4000 

582-1234 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Maria Tel: 585-8145 
San Nicolas: Aloe Tel: 584-4606 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


November 14 

Norwegian Dawn 


Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 

582-2700 

588-0059 

588-1900 

588-9314 

588-2244 

582- 7117 
588-4272 

583- 7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 
Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 
Teh 583-3808 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345/586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 


Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Safe Tours to the Red light 
District with private guide: v 

A 3 Hours tour includes a 
FREE Bottle of Wine 



24 Hours Straight Service 
7 Days a Week ANYTIME i 



We Guarantee 
K^ Oualitv. Service 
"T & Reliability 


Cosmic 1st: European spacecraft lands on comet 



From left, French Education Minister Najat Vallaud-Belkacem, French National Centre for Space Studies (CNES) president Jean-Yves 
Le Gall, 2nd left, French President Francois Hollande, center, with French astrophysicist Francis Rocard look at a model of Rosetta 
lander Philae as they visit the Cite des Sciences at La Villette during a broadcast of the Rosetta mission as it orbits around comet 
67/P Churyumov-Gersimenko in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2014. 

Associated Press 


FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 
DARMSTADT, Germany 
(AP) — Hundreds of millions 
of miles from Earth, a Eu¬ 
ropean spacecraft made 
history Wednesday by suc¬ 
cessfully landing on the icy, 
dusty surface of a speed¬ 
ing comet — an auda¬ 
cious first designed to an¬ 
swer big questions about 
the universe. 

The landing on comet 67P/ 
Churyumov-Gerasimenko 
required immense preci¬ 
sion, as even the slightest 
error could have thrown 
the spacecraft far off 
course and imperiled fhe 
mission. In fhe end, fhe 
touchdown of the Philae 
lander appeared to be al¬ 
most perfectly on target, 
said Paolo Ferri, head of 
mission operations for fhe 
European Space Agency. 
“Everyone cried,” he told 
reporters at mission control 
in Darmstadt, Germany. 
Scientists at the agency 
first had to sweat through 
a tense seven-hour count¬ 
down that began when 
Philae dropped from the 
agency’s Rosetta space 
probe as both it and the 
comet hurtled through 
space at 41,000 mph 
(66,000 kph). 

During the lander’s de¬ 
scent, scientists were pow¬ 
erless to do anything but 
watch, because its vast 
distance from Earth — 500 


million kilometers (311 mil¬ 
lion miles) — made it im¬ 
possible to send instruc¬ 
tions in real time. 

Finally, at 1603 GMT (11:03 


a.m. EST), the agency re¬ 
ceived a signal that the 
washing machine-sized 
lander had touched down 
on the comet’s icy surface. 
While further checks were 
needed to ascertain the 
state of the 220-pound 
(100-kilogram) lander, the 
fact that it was resting on 
the surface of the comet 
was already a huge suc¬ 
cess, the highlight of Roset¬ 
ta’s decade-long mission 
to study comets and learn 
more about the origins of 
these celestial bodies. 
Scientists have likened the 
trillion or so comets in our 
solar system to time cap¬ 


sules that are virtually un¬ 
changed since the earliest 
moments of the universe. 
“By studying one in enor¬ 
mous detail, we can hope 
to unlock the puzzle of all 
of the others,” said Mark 
McCaughrean, a senior 
scientific adviser to the mis¬ 
sion. 

The mission will also give re¬ 
searchers the opportunity 
to test the theory that com¬ 
ets brought organic mat¬ 
ter and water to Earth bil¬ 
lions of years ago, said Klim 
Churyumov, one of the two 
astronomers who discov¬ 
ered the comet in 1969. 
Rosetta and Philae will ac¬ 


company the comet as it 
races past the sun and be¬ 
comes increasingly active 
in the rising temperatures. 
Between them, they will 
use 21 different instruments 
to collect data that scien¬ 
tists hope will help explain 
the origins and evolution of 
celestial bodies, and may¬ 
be even life on Earth. 

Ferri said there was no time 
to celebrate, because the 
lander had only enough 
battery power to operate 
for up to 64 hours. After that 
it will have to recharge, us¬ 
ing solar panels to eke out 
an extra hour of operations 
each day.Q 
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City of London 
makes Morgan 
Freeman a freeman 



U.S. actor Morgan Freeman 
poses for pictures after he was 
made a freeman of the City 
of London, at the Guildhall in 
London, England, Wednes¬ 
day, Nov. 12, 2014. 

Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — The City 
of London has given Os- 
car-winning actor Morgan 
Freeman the Freedom of 


the City award. 

The time-honored ceremo¬ 
ny makes Freeman a free¬ 
man in the City of London. 
The award is believed to 
have originated in the 13th 
century. It allows Freeman 
to carry out his trade. 

In days gone by, free¬ 
men were allowed to herd 
sheep over London Bridge, 
but that privilege no longer 
applies. 

Freeman was honored for 
his acting and his charita¬ 
ble works. 

The 77-year-old Freeman 
has acted in dozens of 
films, including “The Shaw- 
shank Redemption,” "Mil¬ 
lion Dollar Baby,” "Driving 
Miss Daisy” and “Unforgiv¬ 
en.” 

The ceremony was held 
Wednesday at London's 
Guildhall. It started with 
Morgan reading the Dec¬ 
laration of a Freeman. □ 


Jackson exiting ‘ 
American Idol’ 
after 13 years 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Fox 
and the producers of 
“American Idol” say Ran¬ 
dy Jackson is leaving the 
show after 13 seasons. 

In a statement Tuesday, 
the network and produc¬ 
ers call Jackson a key part 
of the singing contest and 
say he'll be welcomed 
back as a visitor. 

Phone and email requests 
to his publicist seeking 
comment were not imme¬ 
diately returned. 

Jackson, Simon Cowell 
and Paula Abdul made 
up Idol's original judging 
panel. Jackson served as 
a judge for 12 seasons, 
with “dawg” becoming his 
trademark word while as¬ 
sessing contestants. 
Jackson moved to the role 
of mentor this year. His de¬ 
parture leaves host Ryan 
Seacrest as the only origi¬ 
nal cast member. 



In this Feb. 20, 2014 file 
photo, Randy Jackson 
attends FOX's “American Idol 
XIII” finalists party at Fig & 
Olive Melrose Place in West 
Hollywood, Calif. 

Associated Press 

“American Idol” is set to re¬ 
turn in January with judges 
Jennifer Lopez, Harry Con- 
nick Jr. and Keith Urban. □ 


Whitney Houston hologram? 
You will have to wait 



In this Feb. 13, 2011 file photo, singer Whitney Houston performs 
at the pre-Grammy gala & salute to industry icons with Clive 
Davis honoring David Geffen in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 


MESFIN FEKADU 
AP Music Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Fans 
hoping for a Whitney Hous¬ 
ton hologram might have 
to wait. 

Pat Houston, the late 
singer’s sister-in-law and 
head of her estate, says 
she’s had offers to debut a 
Houston hologram, but she 
won’t sign on just yet. 

“We did Madame Tus- 
sauds, the wax museum, 
with Whitney’s figures and 
fhat was a liffle scary to 
stand there and take pho¬ 
tographs next to these figu¬ 
rines of Whitney. It's kind of 
spooky," Pat Houston said 
in a recent interview. 

“I don't know how I would 
feel about (a hologram) 
and certainly I’ve been ap¬ 
proached to do a project 
of that magnitude, and I 
said, ‘No.’ But who knows 
what the future holds,” she 
added. “I mean, it’s just 
been only two and half 
years. Maybe down the 
road.” 

Whitney Houston died in 
2012 at age 48. Acts from 
Michael Jackson to Tupac 
Shakur have been present¬ 
ed in hologram form. 

Fans will get to see some of 
Whitney Houston with Mon¬ 
day’s release of “Whitney 
Houston Live: Her Greatest 
Performances," the pop 
singer’s first live album, re¬ 
leased on DVD and CD. 
Pat Houston said unlike 
other musicians who have 


died and released posthu¬ 
mous albums, there aren't 
many Whitney Houston 
songs waiting to be re¬ 
leased. 

“I wish she had tons of 
songs that were out there 
that she had recorded ... 
but we have a few surprises 
to come along in the years 
to come,” she said. 

An upcoming project star¬ 
ring Whitney Houston on 
Lifetime is one the family is 
not involved with, Pat Hous¬ 
ton said. Angela Bassett is 
directing the TV film. 
“Angela Basseff did not 
come to the family, but 


Lifetime did and we said, 
‘No.’ It was our option to 
do it or not, and we chose 
not to,” said Pat Houston, 
who starred in a Lifetime 
reality show with the Hous¬ 
ton family for one sea¬ 
son months after Whitney 
Houston died. “It's just not 
the right time and we just 
weren’t interested right 
now for any type of biopic 
to come out on Whitney.” 
“Nothing negative to say,” 
she added. “They’re doing 
what they do, and people 
will always do what they 
want to do ... and hey, we 
just keep it moving."□ 


Robert Plant quashes Led 
Zeppelin reunion claims 


LONDON (AP) — Robert 
Plant says there's no truth 
to reports that he turned 
down a lucrative offer from 
Virgin boss Richard Bran¬ 
son to play Led Zeppelin 
reunion shows. 

A statement from Plant 
spokesman Ken Weinstein 
says the singer “has not 
been in receipt of any of¬ 
fers in recent months” 
about Led Zeppelin gigs, 
and hasn't met or commu¬ 
nicated with Branson in 50 
years. 


Wednesday’s statement 
said Plant was “disappoint¬ 
ed with any confusion this 
current fabricated story 
may bring.” 

Citing a Led Zeppelin song, 
Branson said in a blog post 
he was “dazed and con- 

ln this file photo dated Thurs¬ 
day, June 5, 2014, Robert 
Plant performs with The Sen¬ 
sational Space Shifters on 
stage during a concert at 
Morocco’s annual Mawazine 
Music Festival in Rabat, Mo¬ 
rocco. 

Associated Press 



fused” by reports he had 
offered the band 500 mil¬ 
lion pounds ($800 million) 
to reform. □ 
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MTV’s ‘Rebel Music’ highlights Native Americans 



This image released by MTV World shows Native American musicians and activists, from left, Mike Cliff, Frank Wain, Inez Jasper, 
and Nataanii Means from MTV World's documentary series “Rebel Music: Native America," debuting on MTV’s Facebook page on 
Thursday, Nov. 13 ahead of broadcast debuts on Viacom channels MTV2, mtvll. Centric and EPIX. 

Associated Press 


LYNN ELBER 
AP Television Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — When 
MTV’s “Rebel Music” de¬ 
buted last year, the globe¬ 
trotting documentary se¬ 
ries searched out passion¬ 
ate young artists driving 
change in hotspots includ¬ 
ing Egypt and Afghanistan. 
This time around, it stays 
close to home with Native 
American activists. There’s 
Frank Wain, a hip-hop art¬ 
ist seeking to protect the 
environment and his heri¬ 
tage, and pop musician 
Inez Jasper, demanding 
attention for women’s 
rights and safe harbor from 
violence. 

Musicians Nataanii Means, 
son of American Indian 
Movement activist Russell 
Means, and Mike Clifford, 
working together to fos¬ 
ter hope and fight suicide 
among Native American 
youngsters, also are fea¬ 
tured in the series, debut¬ 
ing 4 p.m. EST Thursday on 
MTV’s Facebook page. 
“The music is my shield 
and my weapon,” Wain, a 
Sioux Indian from the Rose¬ 
bud Reservation in South 
Dakota, says with touching 
determination in the film. 
“Rebel Music: Native 
America” will air later this 
week and next on chan¬ 
nels including MTV2 and 
mtvU, and will be made 
available free for down¬ 
loading or streaming on 
iTunes, Hulu and other plat¬ 
forms. It’s the first long-form 
MTV program to debut on 
Facebook, the network 


said. 

The episode — premiering 
well before season two be¬ 
gins next year in order to 
coincide with Native Amer¬ 
ican Heritage Month — sur¬ 
prised even the executive 
behind it. 

“I have never been so 
moved and inspired as I 
was by this production,” 
said Nusrat Durrani, gen¬ 
eral manager of MTV World 
and creator of the “Rebel 


Music” series. “As soon as 
we started the research, 
we knew we have a very 
compelling story right here 
in our own backyard.” 

The film does not shrink from 
touching on the harsh reali¬ 
ties Native Americans face, 
including suicide and pov¬ 
erty rates greater than the 
general U.S. population, he 
said. But that is “baseline,” 
as Durrani put it. 

“What we're trying to tell 


here is, ‘Look at these 
young people and how 
they're overcoming their 
own circumstances and 
how they’re empower¬ 
ing themselves to (bring) 
change,'" he said. 

Native American filmmaker 
Billy Luther, the documen¬ 
tary’s co-director, found 
the young artists to be as 
intrepid as they are impres¬ 
sive: One started making 
beats on an old Casio, he 


said, and others searched 
out in the community what 
they lacked at home. 
“These kids aren’t neces¬ 
sarily victimized or com¬ 
plaining about what they 
don't have. 

They're using all their re¬ 
sources to make the 
change and create the art 
they want to,” Luther said. 
The scope of their artistry 
also proves an eye-opener. 
“Usually when you think 
of native music, you think 
of drums and flutes," the 
filmmaker said. “You don't 
necessarily think of native 
artists or musicians doing 
hip-hop, punk or coun¬ 
try, but they’re out there. 
... I think this is going to 
change what people think 
of in native music.” 

The response to a preview 
posted online has been 
heartening, Durrani and 
Luther said, with more than 
1.5 million views. 

“Rebel Music” will return 
in March, featuring stories 
from Iran, Myanmar, Sen¬ 
egal, Turkey and Venezue¬ 
la, and Durrani is eager for 
viewers to discover it and, 
he said, be heartened. 



‘Big Bang Theory’ actress 
Carol Ann Susi dies 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — The actress best 
known for voicing the unseen Mrs. 
Wolowitz on the TV comedy “The Big 
Bang Theory" has died. 

Carol Ann Susi’s agent, Pam Ellis-Eve- 
nas, said the actress died in Los Ange¬ 
les on Tuesday after a brief battle with 
cancer. She was 62. 

The veteran character actress has 


This undated image provided by Warner 
Bros. Television shows a headshot of ac¬ 
tress Carol Ann Susi. 

Associated Press 


made numerous guest appear¬ 
ances on TV shows since the 1970s. 
On the “The Big Bang Theory,” she 
wasn't seen on camera as the 
mother of Simon Heiberg’s char¬ 
acter, Howard, but her character’s 
loud voice with a Brooklyn accent 
was instantly recognizable. 

The executive producers of the 
CBS sitcom say Susi was a beloved 
member of the “Big Bang Theory” 
family, and they praised her “im¬ 
mense talent and comedic tim¬ 
ing." 

Susi is survived by her brother, Mi¬ 
chael Susi, and his wife, Connie. 
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The Legacy of Fear 



X5 YEARS AFTER THE FALL OF THE BERLIN WALL 

Don’t Ask How to Feed The 9 Billion 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2014 New York Times 

Twenty-five years after the fall of 
the Berlin Wall, the biggest sur¬ 
prise is how badly most of the 
post-communist nations have 
done since. There was a general 
expectation back then that most 
of these countries would step out 
from tyranny and rejoin the Euro¬ 
pean club of prosperous nations. 
Most of us did not appreciate the 
corrosive power of distrust and 
how long it would take to heal 
the mental scars caused by it. 
Branko Milanovic, an economist 
at the City University of New York, 
measured the wreckage in a 
recent essay on his blog, Glob¬ 
al Inequality. He looked at the 
growth rates of post-communist 
countries and broke them down 
into four groups. 

In the bottom group are basket- 
case nations that haven’t even 
recovered the level of real in¬ 
come they had in 1990, as mea¬ 
sured by real GDP per capita. 
These failures include Ukraine, 
Georgia, Bosnia, Serbia and oth¬ 
ers - about 20 percent of the 
post-communist world. “Basical¬ 
ly,” Milanovic writes, these “are 
countries with at least three to 
four wasted generations. At cur¬ 
rent rates of growth, it might take 
them some 50 or 60 years - longer 
that they were under commu¬ 
nism! - to go back to the income 
levels they had at the fall of com¬ 
munism.” 

The next group includes those 
nations that are merely mod¬ 
erate failures, with per capita 
economic growth rates under 
1.7 percent a year. These are 
nations like Russia and Hungary 
that continue to fall steadily be¬ 
hind the West - about 40 percent 
of the post-communist world by 
population. 

The third group includes those 
with growth rates between 1.7 
percent and 1.9 percent. These 
countries, like the Czech Re¬ 
public and Slovenia, are holding 
steady with the capitalist world. 
Finally there are the successes, 
the nations that are catching 
up. This group includes Poland, 
Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan. But 
Milanovic points out that many 
of these nations are growing 
simply because they have oil or 
something valuable to dig out of 
the ground. There are only five 
countries that have emerged as 
successful capitalist economies: 
Albania, Poland, Belarus, Arme¬ 
nia and Estonia. 

To put it another way, only 10 
percent of the people living in 
post-communist nations are liv¬ 
ing in a place that successfully 
made the transition to capital¬ 
ism. Ninety percent are living un¬ 


der failed transitions of one sort 
or another. This fact is already 
yielding screwed up politics in 
places like Hungary and Russia 
and will shape the 21st century. 
Why did some countries succeed 
while others failed? 

First, leaders in some countries 
simply made better political de¬ 
cisions. Most of these countries 
enacted economic reforms, like 
deregulating prices and priva¬ 
tizing nationalized companies. 
Some nations like Estonia and Po¬ 
land enacted reforms radically 
and quickly, while others tried to 
do them gradually or barely at all 

- with expensive security blankets 
for protected interests. The quick 
and radical group saw a slightly 
bigger output drop over the near 
term but much more prosperity 
over the long run. 

Then there is the level of institu¬ 
tions. Many Western advisers 
focused on the headline re¬ 
forms - writing new constitutions 
and creating stock markets. 
But Larry Lawson, an economist 
who worked with the Poles and 
Ukrainians, points out that these 
nations lacked the basic build¬ 
ing blocks we take for granted. 
Before you have a stock market, 
for example, you have to have 
publicly available data about 
companies, credit records and 
accounting systems. 

Finally, and most important, 
there is the level of values. A na¬ 
tion’s economy is nestled in its 
moral ecology. Economic perfor¬ 
mance is tied to history, culture 
and psychology. 

Poland, for example, had been 
invaded throughout its history, 
yielding a pragmatic, survivor 
ethos. The Poles had a keen de¬ 
sire to initiate reforms on their 
own. Poles also had a clear 
sense of justice and injustice, 
since they had seen the Russians 
do things the wrong way on their 
own territory. They placed a high 
value on education and social 
mobility. 

Other countries lacked this 
cultural brew. Worse, life was 
marked by fear, by arbitrary 
power, by suspicion that people 
are watching you, by distrust. 
People raised in this atmosphere 
of distrust have trouble forming 
companies and associations. 
They are more likely to be driven 
by a grab-what-you-can logic - 
a culture of corruption and ap¬ 
propriation. They are more likely 
to hunker down and become risk 
averse. 

Many of the ailing countries are 
marked by distant power re¬ 
lationships. Those with power 

- even in an office or neighbor¬ 
hood - are aloof and domineer¬ 
ing. Those without power hanker 
for security at all costs. They’re 
nostalgic for the imagined sta¬ 
bility of communism. When ev¬ 
erything seems arbitrary and 
crooked, people tolerate strong¬ 
man rule. 

The lesson of the past 25 years is 
that democratic prosperity is built 
on layers of small achievements 
10,000 fathoms deep. Commu¬ 
nism ripped at all that bottom-up 
society-making and damaged 
the psyches of its victims. Healing 
from those wounds is gradual. 
Progress is not guaranteed. 



MARK BUTMAN 
© 2014 New York Times 


At dinner with a friend the other 
night, I mentioned that I was giv¬ 
ing a talk this week debunking 
the idea that we need to grow 
more food on a large scale so 
we can “feed the 9 billion” - the 
anticipated global population 
by 2050. 

She looked at me, horrified, and 
said, “But how are you going to 
produce enough food to feed 
the hungry?” 

I suggested she try this exercise: 
“Put yourself in the poorest place 
you can think of. Imagine your¬ 
self in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, for example. Now. Are 
you hungry? Are you going to go 
hungry? Are you going to have a 
problem finding food?” 

The answer, obviously, is “no.” 
Because she - and almost all 
of you reading this - would be 
standing in that country with 
some $20 bills and a wallet filled 
with credit cards. 

And you would go buy yourself 
something to eat. 

The difference between you 
and the hungry is not produc¬ 
tion levels; it’s money. There are 
no hungry people with money; 
there isn’t a shortage of food, 
nor is there a distribution prob¬ 
lem. There is an l-don’t-have-the- 
land-and-resources-to-produce- 
my-own-food, nor-can-l-afford- 
to-buy-food problem. 


And poverty and the resulting 
hunger aren’t matters of bad 
luck; they are often a result of 
people buying the property of 
traditional farmers and displac¬ 
ing them, appropriating their wa¬ 
ter, energy and mineral resourc¬ 
es, and even producing cash 
crops for export while reducing 
the people growing the food to 
menial and hungry laborers on 
their own land. 

Poverty isn’t the only problem, of 
course. There is also the virtually 
unregulated food system that is 
geared toward making money 
rather than feeding people. 
(Look no further than the ethanol 
mandate or high fructose corn 
syrup for evidence.) 

If poverty creates hunger, it 
teams up with the food system 
to create another form of mal- 
nourishment: obesity (and what’s 
called “hidden hunger,” a lack 
of micronutrients). If you define 
“hunger” as malnutrition, and 
you accept that overweight and 
obesity are forms of malnutri¬ 
tion as well, than almost half the 
world is malnourished. 

The solution to malnourishment 
isn’t to produce more food. The 
solution is to eliminate poverty. 
Look at the most agriculturally 
productive country in the world: 
the United States. Is there hunger 
here? Yes, quite a bit. We have 
the highest percentage of hun¬ 
gry people of any developed 
nation, a rate closer to that of In¬ 
donesia than that of Britain. 

Is there a lack of food? You laugh 
at that question. It is, as former 
Food and Drug Administration 
Commissioner David Kessler likes 
to call it, “a food carnival.” It’s 
just that there’s a steep ticket 
price. 

A majority of the world is fed 
by hundreds of millions of small- 
scale farmers, some of whom are 
themselves among the hungry. 
The rest of the hungry are under¬ 
paid or unemployed workers. But 
boosting yields does nothing for 
them. 


So we should not be asking, 
“How will we feed the world?,” 
but “How can we help end pov¬ 
erty?” Claiming that increasing 
yield would feed the poor is like 
saying that producing more cars 
or private jets would guarantee 
that everyone had one. 

And how do we help those who 
have malnutrition from excess 
eating? We can help them, and 
help preserve the earth’s health, 
if we recognize that the industrial 
model of food production is nei¬ 
ther inevitable nor desirable. 

That is, the kind of farming we 
can learn from people who still 
have a real relationship with the 
land and are focused on quality 
rather than yield. 

The best method of farming for 
most people is probably tradi¬ 
tional farming boosted by sci¬ 
ence. The best method of farm¬ 
ing for those in highly productive 
agricultural societies would be 
farming made more intelligent 
and less rapacious. That is, the 
kind of farming we can learn 
from people who still have a real 
relationship with the land and are 
focused on quality rather than 
yield. The goal should be food 
that is green, fair, healthy and af¬ 
fordable. 

It’s not news that the poor need 
money and justice. If there’s a 
bright side here, it’s that it might 
be easier to make the changes 
required to fix the problems cre¬ 
ated by industrial agriculture 
than those created by inequality. 
There’s plenty of food. Too much 
of it is going to feed animals, too 
much of it is being converted to 
fuel and too much of it is being 
wasted. 

We don’t have to increase 
yield to address any of those is¬ 
sues; we just have to grow food 
more smartly than with the brute 
force of industrial methods, and 
we need to address the circum¬ 
stances of the poor. 

Our slogan should not be “let’s 
feed the world,” but “let’s end 
poverty.” 
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Second-Tier Office Sites Going Green in Manhattan 



C.J. HUGHES 
©2014 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Class B office 
buildings are known for be¬ 
ing old, no-frills and off the 
beaten path. What they 
are usually not associated 
with is energy efficiency. 
That may be changing. In 
the last few years, a hand¬ 
ful of those buildings in New 
York, in Hudson Square, the 
garment district and Times 
Square, have taken steps 
to shrink their carbon foot¬ 
prints, as their fancier Class 
A counterparts have done 


and a senior vice president 
with the Jones Lang LaSalle 
commercial brokerage. 

APF Properties, a New York- 
based firm focused on 
Class B buildings, recently 
completed the bulk of an 
eco-friendly makeover of 
28 W. 44th St., a 22-story, 
370,000-square-foot pre¬ 
war building it owns with 
Prudential Real Estate In¬ 
vestors. 

Many of the improvements 
to the 1919 building, which 
for decades housed The 
New Yorker magazine near 


44th St. received a rare 
gold-level rating from the 
Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design pro¬ 
gram, or LEED, which is run 
by the U.S. Green Building 
Council. 

A point-based system that 
mainly ranks various green 
retrofits, LEED liked that the 
building had replaced fluo¬ 
rescent bulbs with versions 
that consume less power. 
The gold rating, which is 
LEED’s second-highest be¬ 
hind the platinum rating 
and was made in the full¬ 


many buildings are close to 
subways anyway. 

The fact that most tenants 
commute to 28 W. 44th St. 
without driving partly ac¬ 
counted for 16 out of 110 
points. 

Berndt Perl, an APF man¬ 
aging member, has made 
other moves that were not 
required by LEED, but are 
likely to lower energy use, 
like replacing hinged doors 
in the lobby with a revolv¬ 
ing door, so less heat es¬ 
capes. 

Still, Class B buildings receiv¬ 


owned by Trinity Real Es¬ 
tate. No Class B’s have 
platinum status. 

Although there is no official 
distinction, Class A offices 
tend to be well designed 
on major streets with full ser¬ 
vices. Class B buildings are 
generally on side streets 
with fewer services, smaller 
tenants and declining rents 
In more prominent Class 
A properties, rents can re¬ 
flect a premium, up to 15 
percent, according to Sch¬ 
neider of Jones Lang La¬ 
Salle, who has been instru¬ 
mental in the renovation of 
the Empire State Building. 
About a fifth of its $550 mil¬ 
lion has gone to green im¬ 
provements, like insulating 
6,514 windows. 

“A lot of times people think 
that it’s hard to make these 
old buildings green, but 
they actually have the 
capability of being much 
more efficient than newer 
buildings” with large win¬ 
dows that may leak more 
heat, she said. 

Renovating offices does 
pose some singular prob¬ 
lems. 

Ripping down walls can 
expose contaminants like 
lead and asbestos, said 
Richard Paradis, a director 
of the National Institute of 
Building Sciences, a non¬ 
profit group that focuses on 
retrofit projects. 

And, removing ceiling pan¬ 
els to let in more daylight, 
another common goal, 
can result in rooms that are 
noisy, he said. “It’s all a bal¬ 
ance,” Paradis said. 

Next year, the city will issue 
new standards for build¬ 
ings to help them cut their 
emissions by 80 percent by 
2050. 

The standards, which will 
be written by more than a 
dozen people from the real 
estate industry, including 
developers, engineers and 
architects, will function like 
a road map. 

Landlords will be given a set 
of phased goals, tailored to 
certain types of buildings, 
which will allow them to ar¬ 
rive at the 80 percent goal. 
Part of a push by Mayor 
Bill de Blasio to curb fossil 
fuel use, the plan seems to 
have more teeth than pre¬ 
vious efforts, because the 
goals will be mandatory.Q 


A green space on the rooftop of 28 West 44th Street in New York. In the last few years, a handful of Class B office buildings in New 
York have taken steps to shrink their carbon footprints, reaping significant energy savings as they do so. 

(Chang W. Lee/The New York Times) 


for years. 

While landlords of Class B 
buildings find it difficult to 
recoup what they spend 
on green features from 
their tenants, energy sav¬ 
ings can be significant, an¬ 
alysts say. And with mount¬ 
ing pressure from city offi¬ 
cials on landlords to make 
their buildings more energy 
efficient - under the threat 
of possible punishment if 
they do not - similar proper¬ 
ties are expected to do the 
same soon, analysts add. 

“It took a long time for the 
market to shift, but it’s hap¬ 
pening,” said Dana Sch¬ 
neider, an energy specialist 


Fifth Avenue in Midtown, 
have received approval 
from multiple agencies. 
Putting in low-flow toilets, 
for instance, has helped 
the building, which is also 
known as the Club Row 
Building, cut water use by 
25 percent, according to 
APF. Motion sensors were 
added to hallways so lights 
shut off automatically. 
Those measures have 
helped the building receive 
high scores from the Energy 
Star program, which moni¬ 
tors utility use and is over¬ 
seen by the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Also, this summer, 28 W. 


building category, was also 
based on APF’s turning a 
storage area in the lobby 
into a bicycle room, which 
contained 10 bikes on a re¬ 
cent afternoon. 

That custodial crews use 
nontoxic cleaning solvents 
when mopping the floors 
helped. Recycled paper 
products also counted, as 
did the Energy Star plaudits. 
Some critics say LEED rat¬ 
ings overstate green bona 
tides by assigning too many 
points for access to public 
transportation; that over¬ 
weighting is especially 
problematic in Manhat¬ 
tan, they add, because so 


ing any of the four LEED rat¬ 
ings, certified, silver, gold or 
platinum, number about a 
half-dozen in the city com¬ 
pared with about 80 Class 
A buildings with some type 
of LEED ranking, according 
to the Building Council. 
Class B offices that are gold 
are a slightly more select 
group. 

They include 1440 Broad¬ 
way, a 25-story Midtown 
building that received the 
award in 2013; 498 Sev¬ 
enth Ave., a brick high-rise 
at West 37th Street in the 
garment district; and 345 
Hudson St., a former print¬ 
ing plant in Hudson Square 
















